
 

THY WILL BE DONE
Remembering the suffering Church with a legacy

Stirred by the challenge laid down by 
Pope Pius XII in the dark, confusing 
aftermath of World War II, Dutch 
Norbertine priest Father Werenfried 
Van Straaten did the unthinkable.
With tensions still running high, he 
reached out in peace and reconciliation 
to the German nation – and succeeded 
in galvanising a tidal wave of support 
from Holland and Belgium. His 
mission was to bring material and 
spiritual support to people who 
were starving and without hope.
From these early beginnings grew a global 
mission – to help the suffering Church and 
to keep the flame of faith alive and strong 
wherever Christians endure persecution, 
oppression or poverty.

Today, Fr Werenfried’s legacy is the work 
and the achievements of our very own 
worldwide family of Aid to the Church in 
Need, under the protection of Our Lady 
of Fatima.
Our own Legacy of Faith?
Very few people are called to be the 
‘Fr Werenfried’ of their day but we can 
perhaps take comfort in the fact that our 
compassion and support for his mission 
gives us all a share in his spiritual legacy 
in bringing Christ to the world.

Making a Will is essential in order to 
ensure that, in due course, your wishes 
are respected and that family, friends, 
causes and charities that are important 
to you are acknowledged.
If you are making or amending your  
Will and wish to leave a proportion of  
the residue of your estate, or perhaps 
a fixed cash sum, to help the Church in 
need, you can use the appropriate form  
of words below.

If you are making a new Will
I give free of inheritance tax [one half/ 
third/quarter of the residue of my  
estate/the sum of £….]* to Aid to the 
Church in Need – a registered charity 
in England and Wales (1097984) and in 
Scotland (SC040748), (‘the Charity’) for 
its charitable purposes and I direct that 
the receipt of the person professing to 
be the treasurer or other proper officer 
of the Charity shall be a full discharge for 
the said Legacy.    
* Delete as applicable

If you are adding to an existing Will
If you have already made your Will but 
would like to change it to leave a share 
of the residue of your estate to Aid to 
the Church in Need, we suggest that you 
make a new Will.

A legacy of faith
Fr Werenfried van Straaten (1913-2003), the  
‘Bacon Priest’, founder of Aid to the Church in Need However, if you have already made  

your Will but would like to leave a fixed 
sum, you can add a Codicil using the 
following wording:
I [name] of [address] declare this to be the 
First Codicil to my Will dated and made 
the          day of          Two thousand and          
I give free of inheritance tax the sum of 
£          to Aid to the Church in Need – a 
registered charity in England and Wales 
(1097984) and in Scotland (SC040748), 
(‘the Charity’) for its charitable purposes 
and I direct that the receipt of the person 
professing to be the treasurer or other 
proper officer of the Charity shall be a full 
discharge for the said Legacy. In all other 
respects I confirm my said Will. 
AS WITNESS my hand this          day of         
20        
SIGNED by the Testator/Testatrix in our 
presence and then by us in his/hers

We strongly recommend you seek  
advice from a solicitor when drawing  
up your Will.

Aid to the Church in Need
12–14 Benhill Avenue, Sutton,  
Surrey SM1 4DA

Tel: 020 8642 8668     
Email: acn@acnuk.org
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Please remember our suffering 
brothers and sisters in your Will 
“They are being tested in faith; we are being tested in love” 
Fr Werenfried  van Straaten – founder of Aid to the Church in Need

Many people who lose a loved one ask 
their family and friends to donate to 
charity instead of sending flowers. Most 
funeral directors can help you arrange  
In Memoriam donations to ACN or you 
may prefer to set up your own In Memory 
page at justgiving.com/acnuk

Others like to remember the anniversary 
of a departed loved one with a gift or a 
Mass Offering. Aid to the Church in Need 
deeply appreciates these In Memoriam 
gifts.  All donations are acknowledged in 
a sensitive and prayerful way and Mass 
Cards for the Departed can be requested 
to send to the family of the deceased.

£	I have already included a legacy to Aid to the Church in Need in my Will
£	I intend to leave a legacy to Aid to the Church in Need
£	Please contact me to discuss how a legacy will help Aid to the Church in Need
£	Please send me more information about Masses for the Departed

Title                                                   First Name                                                                                          

Surname                                                                                                                                                          

Address                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                      Postcode                                                    

Tel No.  (For queries)                                                                                                                                     

Email  (For queries and to receive updates)                                                                                        

Benefactor number  (if known)                                                                                                                  

Please complete and return this coupon to:  The Legacy Officer,  
FREEPOST RRJZ-TKHY-ZGXY, ACN (UK), 12–14 Benhill Avenue, SUTTON SM1 4DA

“We feel truly fortunate to be asked to help build the grotto 
to Our Lady at Kei Besar. Words cannot express our delight at 
receiving such a grace.”
In memory of their disabled daughter, this family helped build a Marian shrine in Indonesia

Many kind individuals demonstrate their confidence and trust in Aid to the Church in 
Need by choosing to make a charitable bequest in their Will, to support the future needs 
of the worldwide family of God. To recognise this moving and hugely important gift of 
faith and charity a proportion of each and every legacy is set aside for Masses to be said 
for the soul of the deceased. In turn, these Mass Stipends support poor priests. 
Those who support us with a legacy or who are commended to us by family or friends 
through an In Memoriam gift or a Mass Offering are remembered at our daily Angelus 
and their names are entered into our In Memoriam Book for solemn remembrance at our 
annual Mass for deceased benefactors and friends.
Can you help us plan for the future?
If you are considering making a gift to ACN in your Will, or 
have already made provision for us, it would be extremely 
helpful if you could tell us. This will help us in planning how 
to respond to future calls for assistance. It will also help us 
to keep you up to date with news and urgent priorities.
We clearly understand that your circumstances may 
change and any details you provide do not commit you in 
any way. All information is held in strict confidence and is 
never shared with other charities or third parties.
If you are willing, simply complete and return the  
coupon below or alternatively complete it online at  
www.acnuk.org/legacy  

In thanks for your kindness

“So many benefactors have supported me along the way. I know that when I 
am ordained I will never forget them when I say Mass.”
– A seminarian in China

In memory of…
“Whilst flowers are lovely, they die  

after a few days. But your work helps 
people and the Church to live.”

A benefactor whose husband’s dying wish was for friends to 
donate to Aid to the Church in Need in his memory

Seminarians at Vespers, Ukraine
Sisters from Bolivia, South America

With your support, we can help to build churches like this one under construction in China

Thanks to your generosity, Aid to the 
Church in Need answers the prayers of 
Christian communities around the world. 
We offer them help and support as they 
strive to keep the light of Christ alight 
in the face of persecution, oppression or 
pastoral need. 

By leaving a gift to ACN in your Will, you 
can, as Christ requested, help to build the 
kingdom of God on earth – and join your 
voice with the family of God around the 
world in saying “Thy will be done”. 

Charitable bequests help Aid to the 
Church in Need to:
Support more than 15,000 seminarians 
each year on their journey to God’s altar
Bring Christ to those who hunger for 
God by providing Mass Stipends to 
priests who rely on help to serve the 
poorest of the poor

Build new churches and chapels in 
areas of need or rebuild churches that 
have been destroyed by violence or 
persecution
Help priests and Sisters travel thousands 
of miles in their ministry – by car, boat, 
bicycle, moped or even by horse
Sustain the prayerful life of religious 
Sisters who bring Christ’s charity to  
the needy
Proclaim the Word of God by  
supporting catechetical work, 
broadcasting and publications
Teach the Good News of the Gospel 
by providing ACN’s Child’s Bible – now 
published in more than 170 languages 
and dialects. Over 50 million copies 
have been distributed since it was first 
published and it is often the only book 
people have to learn to read

Ash Wednesday service, Pakistan
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