
The journey to the priesthood can be 
one of courage and challenge in the 
face of adversity, as ACN staff  found out 
when they visited the Good Shepherd 
Seminary, Kaduna, Nigeria. 

There, seminarian Michael Abrak told 
ACN his story: “I am a young seminarian 
from Kaduna south. This is just my second 
year in the seminary, but my vocation has 
been challenged in some dramatic ways. 

“In March [2016] my village fell under 
attack of Fulani herdsmen who invaded 
villages including my home parish 
Gidan Waya, killing all who stood in 
their path. 

“These attacks have continued on 
mainly the Christian population who 
form a small percentage of the northern 
population. Many have been killed, 
including women and children, some of 
whom I know, and many were rendered 
homeless… Many of the villages occupied 
by Christians have 
been deserted. 
Gidan Waya is now 
like a ghost town.”

In Kafanchan 
Diocese, southern 
Kaduna, 988 
people have been 
killed in Fulani 
attacks. No fewer than 71 villages 
have been attacked since 2011 – and 
2,712 houses and 20 churches have 
been destroyed.

Describing how hundreds of houses were 
burned in Gidan Waya, Michael said: “All 
these attacks challenged my faith as I 
kept wondering where was God when all 
these things were happening.”

Only in his second term at seminary at 
the time, Michael saw something needed 

to be done – and considered signing up 
for the army. “But the counsel the priest 
gave me dissuaded me from joining the 
military. He said to me, ‘My son, God 
allowed you to experience this crisis 
so that your faith may be strong to 
encourage others’.” So, with the help of 

his fellow seminarians’ 
prayers, Michael 
rededicated himself 
to the path of peace 
and healing – the path 
of Christ.

“Even though I am 
still trying to pick up 
the pieces of both lives 

and hopes that have been shattered 
in these attacks, I am praying that 
God will come to the aid of my home 
town soon.”

As well as providing ongoing 
support for the seminary in Kaduna 
where Michael is studying, Aid to the 
Church in Need is helping build a new 
chapel to accommodate the growing 
number of those following the long path 
to priesthood. 
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“They fl ogged me – 98 strokes every 
day. I took ill for two weeks. They 
took my youngest son; Jonathan and 
threw him into Lake Chad alive, and 
he was drowned.”

This was part of the harrowing 
testimony given by Rebecca, a Christian 
woman who was seized by Islamist 
extremists Boko Haram and subjected 
to harsh treatment when she refused to 
submit to their depraved demands. We 
recount her story inside, describing her 
heroic struggle living as a captive of the 
Islamists.

Like the Chibok girls – most of whom 
are still held by Boko Haram – the 
extremists continue to kidnap women in 
north-east Nigeria.

By the grace of God, Rebecca managed 
to escape and is one of numerous 
survivors being helped by the local 
Church in Maiduguri, northern Nigeria, 
with the help of Aid to the Church in 
Need. Rebecca was brave enough to 
share her story with the ACN team that 
visited Maiduguri in March – as did others 
whose lives had been turned upside 
down by the militia group. The situation 
in Maiduguri is still precarious and while 
the ACN team were in Nigeria six people 
died in a suicide attack on the outskirts 
of the city.

Boko Haram’s campaign of terror has 
aff ected 26 million people:

• Displacing 1.8 million in Borno State
• Leaving 5,000 widows and

15,000 orphans in Maiduguri
•  Destroying 200 churches and 

Mass stations 

But it is not just Boko Haram which is 
causing misery for Nigeria’s Christians 
– nomadic local Fulani tribesmen are 

attacking towns and villages, and 
on the back page young seminarian 
Michael Abrak recounts how his home 
town was devastated by them.

Problems like these facing the African 
Church explain why in 2016 around 
27.5 percent of ACN’s help went to the 
Church in Africa, where there has been 
a growth in aggressive Islamism – and 
not just in Nigeria but also in Kenya, 
Tanzania and even Madagascar.

In such diff icult times the Church 
appreciates your support – and the 
local Church was overjoyed by the 
recent visit from ACN. Archbishop 
Matthew Man-Oso Ndgoso of Kaduna 
said: “Your solidarity visit gives us hope 
and courage. 

“We are immensely indebted to 
all of you who took the risk to come 
and show concrete solidarity with us. 
Please  be assured of our continued 
spiritual support and cooperation in 
your commitment to help the Church 
in need wherever she exists.” 

Reports by John Newton. 
All photographs by Aid to the Church in Need. 
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Children in their devastated village in Buachi State – after it was attacked by Boko Haram.

Rebecca (face pixelated)
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Please off er hope by making a kind donation  to support these and other similar projects around the world www.acnuk.org/nigeria @acn_uk  facebook.com/acnuk 020 8642 8668

Bringing the 
Hope of Christ 

Aft er two nightmare years, including 
forced marriage to a Boko Haram fi ghter, 
Rebecca fi nally escaped the extremists.

Speaking in the local language Hausa, 
Rebecca described her ordeal to ACN. 
Fr Gideon Obasogie translated for us.

When Islamist extremists attacked Baga, 
near Maiduguri, in August 2014, Rebecca 
and her family fl ed – but they made slow 
progress. She was pregnant and her 
husband was helping their children, carrying 
little baby Jonathan and leading three-year-
old Zachariah by the hand.

With Boko Haram gaining on them, 
Rebecca begged her husband to leave 
them, telling him they kill men but only 
abduct women and children. Reluctantly 
he left , shortly before the terrorists caught 
up with her and the children.

They forced them on a 28-day trek to 
the Boko Haram base. Fr Gideon told 
ACN: “Due to the stress of the journey 
she miscarried.” They waded neck high 
through the waters of Lake Chad to get to 
the extremists’ camp.

Rebecca was sold to a Boko Haram 
fi ghter and forced to marry him – but she 
refused to sleep with him to have a child. 

“I did not give in to him; most nights 
when he wanted to touch me I got the 
faeces of my children to rub on my body... 
this had always kept him away from me 
although his boys would always beat me 
up ruthlessly. 

“They made me dig a hole for three 
weeks till I hit the water level. They 
fl ogged me – 98 strokes every day. I took 
ill for two weeks.”

As a punishment for her refusal, they 
threw her youngest son Jonathan, who 
was now three, into Lake Chad, where she 
presumes he drowned. They also interred 

her in a pit. “When she came out of the pit 
aft er almost four days, she was very weak 
and the Boko Haram man forced himself 
upon her and made her pregnant.”

In the depths of despair she intended 
to take an overdose of paracetamol to 
kill herself. “Then a woman, the wife of a 
Pastor, who was abducted from Gwoza, 
pleaded with me not to kill myself for the 
pregnancy. She had already two children 
from Boko Haram.”

Aft er enduring a problematic birth, her 
Boko Haram husband – although pleased 
that she had given birth to a boy – planned 
to sell Rebecca to another man. 

She managed to escape when the Boko 
Haram fi ghters left  the camp to carry out 
raids. She walked for over three weeks, 
tracing her way to Maidugiuri. It’s a vast 
forest. She got lost in the forest and just 
kept moving.” 

Thanks to your support, the local 
Church has been helping people like 
Rebecca and her family whose lives 
have been marred by Boko Haram.

With ACN help, those forced to fl ee 
the extremists have received aid 
including clothing, shelter, food and 
medicine. Maiduguri Diocese has given 
assistance to more than 7,500 people.

And your Mass stipends are a vital 
lifeline, supporting priests ministering 
to those who have suff ered because of 
Boko Haram.

Since 2014 ACN has also been 
supporting emergency aid projects for 

refugees who have fl ed across the border 
to Cameroon to escape the extremists.

Your love and your help are enabling 
our local church partners to bring the 
hope of Christ to those caught up in 
the maelstrom of extremism.

Bishop Oliver Dashe Doeme of 
Maiduguri told ACN: “I wish, on behalf 
of all the Christians suff ering in this 
part of the world, to thank you at Aid 
to the Church in Need for recognising 
and acknowledging our suff erings, our 
diff iculties, our troubles, our pains and 
our hardships, and for standing by us in 
this challenging moment.” 

Rebecca, Zachariah and the new baby 
eventually arrived in Diff a, Niger and the army 
ferried them to Maiduguri. But when she 
arrived she found that her husband had 
given her up for dead and was preparing to 
marry a new wife. He called off  the wedding, 
but found the situation diff icult to deal with – 
especially the new baby. 

He said: “Seeing my wife with a son from 
a Boko Haram father frightened me a lot. I 
was very happy seeing my wife but the child 
makes my heart break. May God make me 
love him.”

Fr Gideon said: “He has been of a large 
heart to welcome both his wife and the 
children, particularly Christopher.” The 
baby was called Ibrahim in the extremists’ 
camp, but Rebecca had him baptised as 
Christopher. “I told him that whatever he 
does to this child he does to Jesus Christ, if 
he shows love to this child – then he shows 
love to Jesus Christ.”

The family are being cared for by the 
Church in Maiduguri Diocese along with 
500 other internally displaced persons.

Rebecca and her husband have renewed 
their marriage vows and, despite their 
problems, they are facing the future 
with hope. Rebecca and her family – they asked us 

not to show their faces.

The Church is providing aid for those who have been driven out of their homes by extremists.

Those forced out of their homes by Boko Haram are also being cared for at St James Church, Yola.

Rebecca’s Story

Christians have found shelter from Boko Haram in this displacement camp in Maiduguri, northern Nigeria.
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“Rebecca was sold 
to a Boko Haram 

fi ghter and forced 
to marry him.”

“I told him that 
whatever he 

does to this child 
he does to Jesus 

Christ, if he shows 
love to this child – 

then he shows love 
to Jesus Christ.”


