
For more than 160 years, 
Christians had to get permission 
from Egypt’s head of state for new 
church buildings. The building 
law was issued in 1856 under the 
Ottoman Empire. But in August 
2016 a new bill – approved by the 
Coptic Catholic, Coptic Orthodox 
and Evangelicals – gave local 
governors the power to permit the 
construction of new churches.

In Kom Boha, Coptic Catholics 
waited 30 years to start building 
their own church. Several previous 
requests for planning permission 
had been refused, even though the 
Catholic community numbers 1,500. 
They cannot fit everyone into the 
large room where they celebrate  
Holy Mass, so the seating inside is 
given to women and children, while 
the men stand in the road outside.

But Catholics in Kom Boha – some 
40 miles from Assiut – have finally 
started building a church dedicated 
to Saint George. ACN is helping with 
more than £50,000.

Church building has been a 
highly controversial issue in Egypt. 
In June 2016 – just two months 
before the new law was passed – 
more than 80 Christian families 
in Al-Beida were left homeless, 
after a mob torched their houses 
following rumours that a building 
owned by a Christian man was 
being turned into a church. And 
the new law – which was passed 
by a two-thirds majority after a 
heated four-hour debate – still 
restricts size of new churches 
according to the number of 
Christians in the neighbourhood. 
Mosques have no such restrictions.

This is a vital time to help 
communities – which have often 
suffered violence and persecution 
– that have waited decades for 
their own building. Through your 
generosity, Coptic Christians in 
places like Kom Boha can finally  
have their own church. 

Helping the suffering Church today
www.acnuk.org

12-14 Benhill Avenue, Sutton, Surrey SM1 4DA
Aid to the Church in Need is a Pontifical Foundation of the Catholic Church  
and a registered charity in England and Wales (1097984) and Scotland (SC040748)

MILITANTS ordered the pilgrims off 
the buses – and demanded that they 
renounce their Christian faith and make 
the Islamic profession of belief. When the 
Christians refused they were killed with  
a single gunshot to the head or throat.

The Coptic Christians had been 
travelling to the monastery of St Samuel 
the Confessor, in Egypt’s Minya Province, 

when their vehicles were stopped by 
ten masked gunmen. One by one the 
extremists took the Christians off the 
buses and insisted that they renounce 
their faith. 29 people – including children 
– lost their lives to the Daesh (ISIS) 
extremists when they refused to convert.

But the horrific slaughter of pilgrims 
on Friday 26th May 2017 was only one 
incident in a long line of atrocities that 
our brothers and sisters in Egypt have 
endured. These attacks peaked in  
2013 when more than 60 churches,  
both Catholic and Oriental Orthodox, 
were devastated by the Muslim 
Brotherhood – churches like the  
Good Shepherd in Suez, which Aid to  
the Church in Need is helping to rebuild 

after it was torched. You can read about 
this church – and other communities  
we are helping – inside. 

During his visit to Egypt in April 
2017, Pope Francis said: “How many 
martyrs in this land, from the first 
centuries of Christianity, have lived 
their faith heroically to the end, 
shedding their blood rather than 
denying the Lord…”

Aid to the Church in Need is 
continuing to help our brothers 
and sisters as they face living with 
the uncertainty of persecution and 
discrimination hanging over them 
– and the possibility that they too 
could pay the ultimate price for  
their Christian Faith. 

Reports by John Newton. 
All photographs by Aid to the Church in Need except where noted. 
© Aid to the Church in Need (July 2017)
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of Martyrs

At the Monastery of Saint Mina, a funeral is held for victims of the 2017 Palm Sunday bombings. 
The Palm Sunday attacks are only one of a number of recent atrocities.

St George’s Church being built in Kom Boha.

As Egypt’s Christians suffer 
for the sake of Our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, your 
love is helping to buoy up a 
beleaguered community.  
Thanks to your generosity we 
are able to support training 
for seminarians, novices and 
lay catechists who are already 
playing their part caring for a 
persecuted Church. Your Mass 
stipends can help support 
priests ministering to suffering 
Christians. And there are many 
other projects helping with 
catechesis and other areas of life. 
On behalf of all those you are 
helping, Coptic Catholic Bishop 
Kyrilos Williams said: “Please 
assure all of our supporters of our 
gratitude and our prayers.” 
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Living Faith

Pilgrims to Deir Dronka monastery, six miles from Assiut.



Please offer hope by making a kind donation  to support these and other similar projects around the world www.acnuk.org/egypt @acn_uk  facebook.com/acnuk 020 8642 8668

Ecumenism of Blood
On Palm Sunday 2017 extremists set 
off suicide bombs at St George’s, Tanta 
and St Mark’s, Alexandria – both Coptic 
Orthodox Churches. The attacks left 
44 dead and more than 120 injured. 
Shortly after, Pope Francis visited 
Egypt and gave this message to Coptic 
Orthodox Pope Tawadros II:

How many martyrs in this land, from 
the first centuries of Christianity, have 
lived their faith heroically to the end, 
shedding their blood rather than denying 
the Lord and yielding to the enticements 
of evil, or merely to the temptation of 
repaying evil with evil! The venerable 

Martyrology of the Coptic Church bears 
eloquent witness to this. Even in recent 
days, tragically, the innocent blood of 
defenceless Christians was cruelly shed: 
their innocent blood unites us. Most dear 
brother, just as the heavenly Jerusalem 
is one, so too is our martyrology – your 
sufferings are also our sufferings. 
Strengthened by this witness, let us 
strive to oppose violence by preaching 
and sowing goodness, fostering concord 
and preserving unity, praying that all 
these sacrifices may open the way to a 
future of full communion between us 
and of peace for all. 
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The 150-year-old Church of the 
Good Shepherd in Suez was among 
those torched by extremists in 
August 2013 when violence against 
the country’s Christians reached 
its peak. The church was among 
around 80 churches and Church-run 
institutions attacked by members of 
the Muslim Brotherhood.

The arson attack came on 14th August, 
the eve of the feast of the Assumption, 
and young members of the parish  
pitched in to put out the flames.  
Having succeeded in extinguishing the 
fire, they went to fight another blaze at a 

nearby church.
But just a 

few hours later 
the Muslim 
Brotherhood 
returned to set fire 
to the convent. 
The Sisters of Our 
Lady of Charity 
of the Good 
Shepherd were 
almost trapped by 
the blaze. But one 
Sister had a key 
to the small door 
leading from their 
garden to the street, 
and they escaped 
that way. 

Even this was not the end of the 
destruction, and two days later members 
of the Muslim Brotherhood came back 
again, this time torching an orphanage 
connected to the church.

When Coptic Catholic Bishop Makarios 
Tewfik turned to Aid to the Church in 
Need, desperately asking us to help 
rebuild and restore their ruined church 
and its offices, we could not refuse to 
help. Among its activities, the church 
provides catechesis and youth ministry 
– not to mention running a clinic and 
school. It’s an important hub for local 
Catholics. Our brothers and sisters in 

Egypt courageously continue to witness 
to Christ by their quiet presence in the 
country, despite the hatred and violence 
they have experienced.

After three years’ work all the building 
was finally finished – and in January 
2017, there was a celebration to mark the 
church being reopened. Bishop Makarios 
Tewfik expressed his gratitude to 
ACN’s benefactors whose generosity 
has allowed the Church of the Good 
Shepherd to be restored. He said: 
“Thank you! May the Lord reward you 
for all your love.” 

Faith arising from the ashes

Smoke rises from the Good Shepherd Church.

Gathering the 
Faithful together
Coptic Catholics battled for years 
to build a Church – and in 2012 
authorities finally granted permission 
for one in Minya’s new suburb. But, it 
is the only Catholic church for miles 
around, and with public transport 
being unreliable, many parishioners 
had difficulties getting to Mass, 
especially the elderly, and physically 
disabled people.  

Wanting to keep the Faith alive, the 
parish priest turned to ACN. And thanks 
to your generosity, we helped them 
buy a minibus. Not only can far-flung 
families now get to Mass, the bus also 
ferries children from the remoter villages 
to school. Parishioners asked us to 
convey their heartfelt thanks to all our 
benefactors. 

Life and worship continues  
for Christian communities.

Pope Francis spoke about the heroic 
faith of Egypt’s Christians.
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