[bookmark: _Hlk158214957]Teacher's Guide: Learning Experiences on Catholic Social Teaching and ACN in Africa
Unit Overview: This unit guides students through two interconnected learning experiences, exploring the principles of Catholic Social Teaching and the impactful work of Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) in Africa, with a specific focus on the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).
Resources Required: 
1. Workbook: Catholic Social Teaching and Aid to the Church in Need in Africa
2. Slides: Catholic Social Teaching and Aid to the Church in Need in Africa
Session 1: Catholic Social Teaching & ACN in Africa
We begin with an exploration of the reasons behind ACN's work in Africa, laying the foundation for a deeper understanding of the principles that guide Catholic Social Teaching. Students will engage in thoughtful reflections on societal challenges, setting the stage for discussions on the difficulties faced by the Church in Africa and the pivotal role played by organisations like ACN. As students’ progress, they embark on a journey into the heart of Catholic Social Teaching, exploring its principles, moral foundations, and the imperative to support and protect vulnerable communities. 
In this lesson, students will gain an understanding of the motivations behind ACN's presence in Africa, comprehend the core principles of Catholic Social Teaching, and grasp the mission and objectives of ACN in its efforts to assist communities in Africa. The lesson concludes by immersing students in ACN's mission and objectives through multimedia experiences and discussions.
Learning Objectives:
1. Understand the reasons for ACN's work in Africa.
2. Know and explain the principles of Catholic Social Teaching.
3. Understand the mission and objectives of ACN in the DRC.
Verbal Summary: “Today, we embark on a fascinating journey to explore Catholic Social Teaching and the impactful work of ACN in Africa. Catholic Social Teaching are values and principles that when we live by them teach us to treat everyone well, work together, and take care of each other and our planet. In our first lesson, we'll delve into the reasons why ACN continues work in the Democratic Republic of Congo, understand the principles guiding Catholic Social Teaching, and grasp the mission and objectives of ACN."
Part One: The Context for ACN's Work in Africa 
The lesson kicks off by engaging students with thought-provoking quotes from prominent thinkers about addressing societal challenges. A class discussion follows, encouraging students to share their perspectives on how individuals can contribute to solving societal problems. Following this, the focus shifts to understanding the challenges faced by the Church in Africa and the role of organisations like ACN in providing support. 
Activity 1.1: Three Quotes & Take Notes
"Let's set the stage by reflecting on three quotes from notable thinkers about societal problems. I want to hear your thoughts on how we, as individuals, can contribute to addressing these challenges. Now, let's explore the difficulties the Church faces in Africa and the significant support provided by organisations like ACN."
Begin by discussing three quotes from famous thinkers related to societal problems.
Encourage students to share thoughts on how individuals can contribute to addressing societal issues.

Part One: The Context for ACN's Work in Africa:
Activity 1.2: Take Notes on The Problems That Are Faced in The DRC From Slides
Discuss the challenges faced by the Church in Africa and the supportive role of ACN.
Assessing Learning – 
This section, along with upcoming 'assessing learning' segments, can be conducted either through oral questioning or as a written task to evaluate the attainment of learning outcomes. It's important to note that the implementation of questioning in this section should be left to the teacher's discretion, and it is not meant to cover every aspect exhaustively. These questions are crafted to gauge students' comprehension and critical thinking skills at various levels, enabling a thorough assessment of their understanding and application of the subject matter. You are familiar with your students and can determine the most suitable level for their learning.
Learning Objective 1: Understand the reasons for ACN's work in Africa.
Differentiated Assessment Questions: 
· Easy Level (Simple): What specific issues do you reckon communities in Africa might be facing, making organisations like ACN get involved?
· Middle Level (Analytical): How might the historical, cultural and economic context of a country influence the need for external assistance from organisations like ACN?
· Higher Level (Connected): Consider the interconnectedness of global issues. How do geopolitical factors contribute to the challenges faced by communities in Africa and the necessity of ACN's involvement?
Solo Taxonomy Assessment Questions: 
1. Prestructural: What specific issues do you think communities in Africa might be facing, prompting organisations like ACN to get involved?
2. Unistructural: List some issues that communities in Africa might be dealing with, and discuss how the historical, cultural, and economic context of a country could influence the need for external assistance from organisations like ACN.
3. Multistructural: Explain how the historical, cultural, and economic context of a country can influence the need for external assistance from organisations like ACN. Provide specific examples to support your explanation.
4. Relational: Analyse the connections between the geopolitical factors and the challenges faced by communities in Africa. How do these factors contribute to the necessity of ACN's involvement? Provide detailed examples to support your analysis.
5. Extended Abstract: Synthesise your understanding. Propose ways in which international organisations, not just ACN, could collaborate to address challenges faced by communities in Africa, considering the broader global context and geopolitical factors. Discuss the potential impact of such collaborative efforts.












Part Two: Understand the Principles of Catholic Social Teaching 
This section begins with an individual task titled 'A better life?' aimed at sparking contemplation on achieving societal good. The lesson then progresses to explore simplified terms within Catholic Social Teaching, delving into who the Catholic Church should assist in various situations. Students are prompted to examine the moral principle of helping others derived from Catholic Social Teaching, comparing and analysing its principles, with a specific emphasis on supporting and protecting vulnerable populations.
Verbal Summary: "To start, we'll embark on an individual task, 'A better life?' to spark your thoughts on achieving societal good. Then, we'll delve into simplified terms within Catholic Social Teaching, exploring how the Catholic Church should provide help in various tasks. Our goal is to analyse the moral principle of helping others derived from Catholic Social Teaching and compare these principles, with a special emphasis on support and protection for the vulnerable."
Activity 2.1 “A better Life?” 
Engage students in a reflective task to spark thoughts on achieving societal good.
Activity 2.2: Identify Catholic Social Teaching Principles
Explore simplified Catholic Social Teaching terms: Introduce simplified terms within Catholic Social Teaching.
[bookmark: _Hlk158234298]Activity 2.3: Opinion 1: 
Discuss how the Catholic Church should provide help
Activity 2.4: Opinion 2
[bookmark: _Hlk158234931]Analyse and summarise the different opinions
[bookmark: _Hlk158236915]Activity 2.5: What’s Important? “Extra Lessons to help”
Activity 2.6 What’s Important? “Drama About Drama”
Compare and analyse principles of Catholic Social Teaching: Emphasise support and protection for the vulnerable within Catholic Social Teaching principles.
Examine the moral principle of helping others derived from Catholic Social Teaching: Engage in a discussion about the moral principle of helping others based on Catholic Social Teaching.
[bookmark: _Hlk158237558]Activity 2.7 Catholic Social Teaching Terminology Crossword
Activity 2.8 Matching Terms
[bookmark: _Hlk158238940]Explore Catholic Social Teaching terms: Introduce terms within Catholic Social Teaching.
Assessing Learning -Learning Objective 2: Know and explain the principles of Catholic Social Teaching.
Differentiated Assessment Questions:
· Easy Level (Simple): What are some basic ideas of Catholic Social Teaching you can pick out from the start? Write them down and say a bit about each.
· Middle Level (Analytical): How do the ideas of Catholic Social Teaching match up with the notion of treating everyone well, working together, and looking after each other and our world?
· Higher Level (Connected): Work out how the ideas of Catholic Social Teaching can help deal with the issues talked about in the quotes. Give examples of how these ideas guide solutions.
Solo Taxonomy Assessment Questions: 
1. Prestructural: What do you understand about the basic ideas of Catholic Social Teaching from the beginning? Write down a few points and provide a brief explanation for each.
2. Unistructural:  List some of the basic ideas of Catholic Social Teaching and discuss how each relates to the notion of treating everyone well, working together, and looking after each other and our world.
3. Multistructural: Explain how the ideas of Catholic Social Teaching can be applied to address the issues mentioned in the quotes. Provide specific examples of how these ideas can guide solutions.
4. Relational: Explore the connections between the principles of Catholic Social Teaching and the broader concept of treating everyone well, working together, and looking after each other and our world. Provide detailed examples to support your analysis.
5. Extended Abstract: Consider the broader implications. Propose innovative ways in which the principles of Catholic Social Teaching can be applied to address contemporary societal challenges beyond those mentioned in the quotes. Discuss how these proposed applications align with the core principles of Catholic Social Teaching.
Part Three: Understand the Mission and Objectives of ACN 
Students watch a video on ACN's work in Africa and respond to related questions. A key activity involves creating a Frayer Model diagram to visually comprehend ACN's mission and objectives. The lesson concludes with a plenary discussion inviting students to critically assess whether ACN aligns with the principles of Catholic Social Teaching.
Verbal Summary: "Now, let's watch a video on ACN in Africa, answering related questions afterward. To deepen your understanding, you'll create a Frayer Model diagram to grasp ACN's mission and objectives. Finally, we'll engage in a plenary discussion: 'Do you think ACN lives out the principles of Catholic Social Teaching?'"
[bookmark: _Hlk158237494]Activity 3.1 Video of ACN in THE DRC
Watch video on ACN in the DRC and answer related questions.
Activity 3.2 Frayer Model of ACN
Create a Frayer Model diagram to understand ACN's mission and objectives.
Conclude with a plenary discussion: "How do you think ACN lives out the principles of Catholic Social Teaching?"
[bookmark: _Hlk158237419]Assessing Learning -Learning Objective 3: Understand the mission and objectives of ACN in the DRC.
Differentiated Assessment Questions: 
· Easy Level (Simple): What do you think ACN might do in the DRC, based on what's been said?
· Middle Level (Analytical): How do the plans and goals of ACN match up with the ideas of Catholic Social Teaching? Give examples to back up your answer.
· Higher Level (Connected): Suggest other ways or projects that ACN could do to achieve its good works in the DRC, considering the bigger picture of Catholic Social Teaching.
Solo Taxonomy Assessment Questions: 
1. Prestructural: What do you understand about ACN's work in the DRC based on the information provided?
2. Unistructural: List some of the things ACN might do in the DRC, according to what has been mentioned.
3. Multistructural: Describe how the plans and goals of ACN align with the ideas of Catholic Social Teaching.
4. Relational: Explain the connections between the goals of ACN and the principles of Catholic Social Teaching. Provide specific examples to support your explanation.
5. Extended Abstract: Propose additional strategies or projects that ACN could undertake to advance its good works in the DRC. Consider the broader context of Catholic Social Teaching and discuss how these proposed initiatives align with the principles of the teaching.





Session 2: Catholic Social Teaching and ACN in Africa
The narrative continues to the second lesson, where students delve deeper into the application of Catholic Social Teaching principles in the DRC. The exploration begins with a recap, ensuring a solid understanding of key terms. Through group discussions and activities, students masterfully analyse newspaper articles, gaining insights into the practical aspects of ACN's involvement in the DRC. As the narrative progresses, students explore the significance of subsidiarity, watch videos, and engage in discussions that illuminate the Church's response to various scenarios in the DRC. The unit concludes by inviting students to reflect on the profound impact of Catholic Social Teaching and the meaningful contributions of ACN.
This lesson builds on the foundations laid in the first class, focusing on the application of Catholic Social Teaching principles by the Catholic Church in the DRC, supported by ACN. Students will explore how Bishops in the DRC embody these principles and understand the significance of ACN's contributions within the DRC.
Learning Objectives:
1. Explain the application of Catholic Social Teaching principles by the Catholic Church in the DRC, supported by ACN.
2. Explain how the Bishops in the DRC exhibit Catholic Social Teaching principles.
3. Explain why ACN's role in the DRC is important.
Verbal Summary: "Welcome back, everyone! In our second lesson, we'll delve deeper into the application of Catholic Social Teaching principles in the DRC and understand how the Bishops in the DRC embody these principles. We'll also explore why ACN's involvement in the DRC matters."
Part One: Explain How the Bishops in the DRC Exhibit Catholic Social Teaching Principles
 The lesson begins with a brief recap of key terms from the previous session, reinforcing the understanding of The DRC, ACN, and Catholic Social Teaching using a Frayer model. A short video clip further aids in comprehending Catholic Social Teaching. The main activity involves the analysis of newspaper articles related to the DRC, ACN, and Catholic Social Teaching, identifying challenging words and extracting main ideas.
Verbal Summary: "To start, let's recap key terms from our last lesson: DRC, ACN, and Catholic Social Teaching. We'll use the Frayer model and watch a short video clip related to Catholic Social Teaching to refresh our understanding
[bookmark: _Hlk158239076]Activity 4.1: What Do We Remember?
Recap from Previous Lesson: Review key terms: DRC, ACN, Catholic Social Teaching.
Activity 4.2: Frayer Model Catholic Social Teaching 
Understand Catholic Social Teaching using a Frayer model.
Watch a short video clip related to Catholic Social Teaching.
Literacy Understanding:
Verbal Summary: "Now, we'll analyse two newspaper articles focusing on the DRC, ACN, and Catholic Social Teaching. Keep an eye out for tricky words and key ideas. Let's deepen our understanding of ACN's activities in the DRC."
Activity 4.3: Newspaper Analysis 
Analyse two newspaper articles focusing on the DRC, ACN and Catholic Social Teaching.
Identify tricky words and main ideas.
Understand ACN's activities in the DRC.
[bookmark: _Hlk158239746]Assessing Learning -Learning Objective 1: Explain the application of Catholic Social Teaching principles by the Catholic Church in the DRC, supported by ACN.
Differentiated Assessment Questions: 
· Easy Level (Simple): Can you tell me how the Catholic Church in the DRC uses Catholic Social Teaching? And how does ACN help them do it?
· Middle Level (Analytical): How do you reckon the principles of Catholic Social Teaching are applied by the Catholic Church in the DRC, especially with the support of ACN?
· Higher Level (Connected): Think about the impact. How does the partnership between the Catholic Church in the DRC and ACN reflect the Catholic Social Teaching principles in action?
Solo Taxonomy Assessment Questions: 
1. Prestructural: Can you tell me how the Catholic Church in the DRC uses principles of Catholic Social Teaching? And how does ACN help them do it?
2. Unistructural: List ways in which the principles of Catholic Social Teaching might be applied by the Catholic Church in the DRC, especially with the support of ACN. Provide a brief explanation for each.
3. Multistructural: Explain how the principles of Catholic Social Teaching are applied by the Catholic Church in the DRC, particularly with the support of ACN. Provide specific examples to support your explanation.
4. Relational: Analyse the connections between the partnership of the Catholic Church in the DRC and ACN and the broader principles of Catholic Social Teaching. How does this partnership reflect these principles in action? Provide detailed examples to support your analysis.
5. Extended Abstract: Can you suggest additional strategies or initiatives that the Catholic Church in the DRC and ACN could implement to further promote and implement Catholic Social Teaching principles. Discuss the potential transformative impact of such proposed efforts on the local community. 
[bookmark: _Hlk158240356]Part Two: Explain Why ACN's Involvement and Contributions in the DRC Matter Students engage in group discussions to share perspectives on the most impactful projects in the DRC and challenges faced by organisations. A video on community and family in subsidiarity sets the stage for understanding this principle. Reading about the application of subsidiarity in the DRC follows, emphasising practical aspects. The lesson concludes with a word puzzle activity where students fill in blanks related to the Church's response in the DRC, prompting critical thinking about the Church's role in various scenarios.
[bookmark: _Hlk158240434]Verbal Summary: "In our group discussion, share your thoughts on the most impactful project in the DRC and the challenges faced by organisations. We'll also discuss the continuous need for help."
Activity 5.1 Class Discussion
Group Discussion: Discuss the most impactful project in the DRC and challenges faced by organisations.
Share views on the continuous need for help.
Understanding Subsidiarity:
"Next, we'll watch a video on community and family in subsidiarity and discuss Jonathan Reyes' take on subsidiarity. Following that, we'll read about the application of subsidiarity in the DRC, analysing the text for practical insights."
Activity 5.2 Two Video Questions
Watch a video on community and family in subsidiarity.
Discuss Jonathan Reyes' take on subsidiarity.
Activity 5.3 Individual/Paired Task: Newspaper 2 How Is Subsidiarity Applied in Practice?
Read about Catholic Social Teaching principle subsidiarity in use in the DRC, analysing the text.

[bookmark: _Hlk158240829]Assessing Learning -Learning Objective 2: Explain how the Bishops in the DRC exhibit Catholic Social Teaching principles.
Differentiated Assessment Questions: 
· Easy Level (Simple): Can you explain how the Bishops in the DRC follow Catholic Social Teaching principles?
· Middle Level (Analytical): How do you think the Bishops in the DRC put into practice the principles of Catholic Social Teaching in their roles and actions?
· Higher Level (Connected): Consider the bigger picture. How do the actions of the Bishops in the DRC align with the broader Catholic Social Teaching principles, and why is this significant?
Solo Taxonomy Assessment Questions: 
1. Prestructural: Can you explain how the Bishops in the DRC follow principles of Catholic Social Teaching?
2. Unistructural: List ways in which the Bishops in the DRC might follow principles of Catholic Social Teaching, and provide a brief explanation for each.
3. Multistructural: Explain how the Bishops in the DRC put into practice the principles of Catholic Social Teaching in their roles and actions. Provide specific examples to support your explanation.
4. Relational: Analyse the connections between the actions of the Bishops in the DRC and the broader principles of Catholic Social Teaching. How do these actions align, and why is this alignment significant? Provide detailed examples to support your analysis.
5. Extended Abstract: Synthesise your understanding. Propose ways in which the Bishops in the DRC could further embody and promote the principles of Catholic Social Teaching in their roles and actions, considering the broader impact on society. Discuss the potential significance of such initiatives.
Part Three: Church's Response in the DRC:
[bookmark: _Hlk158242360]Verbal Summary: "In our final segment, you'll fill in blanks related to the Church's response in the DRC. We'll then discuss the role of the Church in scenarios like government inaction, natural disasters, concerns about elections, democracy and protecting the DRC's resources."
[bookmark: _Hlk158242384]Activity 5.4 Complete the Conversation
Fill in blanks with correct words related to the Church's response to various scenarios in the DRC.
Discuss the role of the Church in government inaction, local natural disasters, concerns about elections, democracy, and protecting the DRC's resources.
Assessing Learning - Learning Objective 3: Explain why ACN's role in the DRC is important.
Differentiated Assessment Questions: 
· Easy Level (Simple): Why do you think ACN being involved in the DRC matters?
· Middle Level (Analytical): Can you explain the reasons behind ACN being engaged in the DRC and why it makes a difference?
· Higher Level (Connected): Reflect on the broader implications. How does ACN's involvement and contributions in the DRC align with the core principles of Catholic Social Teaching, and why is this involvement crucial?
Solo Taxonomy Assessment Questions: 
1. Prestructural: Why do you think ACN being involved in the DRC matters?
2. Unistructural: List some reasons explaining why ACN is engaged in the DRC and why it makes a difference.
3. Multistructural: Explain the reasons behind ACN being engaged in the DRC and why it makes a difference. Provide specific examples to support your explanation.
4. Relational: Analyse the connections between ACN's involvement and contributions in the DRC and the core principles of Catholic Social Teaching. How do these align, and why is this involvement crucial? Provide detailed examples to support your analysis.
5. Extended Abstract: Synthesise your understanding. Propose additional strategies or initiatives that ACN could implement to further its mission in the DRC, considering the broader context of Catholic Social Teaching. Discuss how these proposed initiatives align with the principles of the teaching and the importance of ACN's role.
Verbal Conclusion: “As we wrap up today, I encourage you to reflect on the profound impact of Catholic Social Teaching and the meaningful contributions of ACN. Please email in any question you have on this topic I will be happy to explore questions next time we are in class."
Activity 5.5 Plenary task
Look at activity 4.1 how do the key terms: drc, acn, catholic social teaching operate, interact and mutually reinforce each other. Provide concrete examples to illustrate how these terms coalesce and enhance one another.

Benefits to Students:
1. Comprehensive Understanding: Students gain a comprehensive understanding of the principles of Catholic Social Teaching, making connections between theory and real-world applications.
2. Critical Thinking: Through discussions, analyses, and reflections, students develop critical thinking skills, enabling them to assess the complexities of societal challenges and the Church's response.
3. Multimedia Learning: The unit incorporates multimedia elements, such as videos and interactive activities, to cater to diverse learning styles and enhance engagement.
4. Application of Knowledge: Students apply theoretical concepts to real-world scenarios, deepening their understanding of how Catholic Social Teaching principles are embodied by the Church and organisations like ACN.
5. Collaborative Learning: Group discussions and activities foster collaborative learning, allowing students to share perspectives, exchange ideas, and build a collective understanding of the topics.
6. Reflection and Expression: The unit encourages reflective thinking through essays and discussions, providing students with the opportunity to express their thoughts on the role of Catholic Social Teaching and ACN in addressing social issues.
In essence we hope this unit empowers students with a holistic understanding of Catholic Social Teaching and its practical application through the impactful work of ACN, fostering critical thinking, empathy, and a sense of responsibility towards societal challenges.
Note: Educators are encouraged to adapt these lesson plans based on the student’s level & prior knowledge.











