
WORKING closely with other aid 
organisations, ACN is providing help 
for people who come to distribution 
centres spread across many parts 
of Aleppo. 

Each family has been assessed and 
categorised according to need and can 
only receive their quota of provisions 
aft er their ID has been verifi ed. 

Some people in most desperate need 
are entitled to hot meals and others 
receive pre-packaged items. 

One centre we visited in the Christian-
dominated Aziza district serves 50,000 
people. Provisions last for six weeks. 

One such recipient family is Basil 
Syoufi, 22, his wife, Mariana, 27, and 

their one-month old daughter, Christa – 
the light of the young couple’s lives. 

The challenge of getting by is greater 
because Basil was born with a disability. 

The family receive food parcels, 
including coupons for chicken, heating 
fuel and electricity. 

Funding for electricity is vital because 
privately-run fi rms charge up to a third 
of an average salary to provide 10 hours’ 
power for two lightbulbs and a TV. 

Basil, who receives top-up help 
because of his disability, said: “Where 
else could we go for help? Half our 
home has disappeared aft er a bomb 
landed on it. We just thank God we 
are still alive.” 
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THOUSANDS upon thousands of people 
in the bomb-blasted city of Aleppo 
depend on you, the friends of Aid to the 
Church in Need, for their every need – 
food, shelter, medicine and clothes. 

Your prayers, your compassion and 
your commitment to their pastoral needs 
have got them through what has been 
described as one of the world’s worst 
humanitarian disasters. 

Barely two weeks aft er a ceasefi re that 
fi nally brought a halt to the fi ghting, a 

team from ACN went into the city. 
We found families in shelters and in 

devastated homes – people who had 
been fed and housed thanks to your 
compassion and generosity. 

But, with little or no electricity and a 
severe lack of jobs, schools and medical 
services, people in Aleppo still depend on 
our mercy. 

We met elderly couple Sarkis and 
Annie, who are being helped by ACN, 
working with project partner Sister Annie 
Demerjian.   

The couple, whose remarkable story 
of survival and faith is told inside, were 
delighted we had come.

Annie said: “It is a miracle what we 
have received from you. All the words 
in the world would not be enough to 
show how grateful we are.”

More than 200,000 people in Syria 
received help from ACN at least once in 
2016 and thousands of others received 
ongoing aid. 

War and devastation have scattered 
many of Syria’s Christians far and wide 
but with your help we can continue to 
support those who remain in Aleppo – 
in many cases the poorest and weakest 
in society – and prepare the way for 
others to return when a lasting peace 
fi nally comes.  
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Please don’t give up 
on Aleppo ACN’s John Pontifex reports back from

the Syrian city besieged for four years 

Catholic family Basil Syoufi, his wife, Mariana, and their child Christa – supported by ACN

With your help, ACN can provide emergency help both in Aleppo andacross Syria:
• ALEPPO and HASSAKE: Heatingfuel, gas, oil, electricity, water andsix-months’ rent for 1,300 displacedfamilies (£143 per family)• HOMS: Restoration of Bait Al Amal(House of Hope), a building forfemale students (£18,500)• ALEPPO: Minor repairs to damagedhomes belonging to ArmenianCatholics (£559 per home)• LATTAKIA: Six months’ supply ofmilk and nappies for 650 toddlers(£161 per family)

• HOMS: Three months’ winter fuelfor 135 families (£62 per family)• LEBANON: Emergency help (foodand shelter) for 600 Syrian refugeefamilies (£42 per family)• ALEPPO: Six months’ daily costs(food, shelter and warmth) for 700families supported by Christianyouth groups (£38.50 per family)• HOMS: Education support forstudents (£143,000)
• SYRIA: Six months’ medicine andminor surgery (ongoing in diff erentparts of the country)

Your help will go to these and othersimilar projects. The Vatican has asked ACN to help families from east Aleppo whose homes and livelihoodshave been totally destroyed.

Youngsters queuing up to receive hot meals at a displacement centre in Aleppo’s Jibrin district. 
After the ceasefire, thousands of families were brought here from bombed-out east Aleppo

Sister Annie Demerjian – ACN’s 

project partner in Aleppo



 

Please off er hope by making a kind donation  to support these and other similar projects around the world www.acnuk.org/syria

HIS fl ock are totally dependent on 
charity to survive, his cathedral has 
a huge hole in the roof – and yet the 
young Archbishop Joseph never 
stops smiling. 

His cheerful outlook is all the 
more astonishing given the risks 
he faces: two brother bishops – 
Aleppo’s Syriac Orthodox  Archbishop 
Yohanna Ibrahim and Greek Orthodox 
Archbishop Boulos Yazigi were 
kidnapped in early 2013 and nothing is 
known about them.    

Aged 45, Archbishop Joseph 
ministers to a Maronite Catholic 
community much diminished in 
number, many of them struggling to 
survive without homes and jobs. 

The Archbishop told us he is 
determined to help Christians 
stay in Aleppo. “We have to be a 
sign of Christ’s presence in this 
ancient city,” he said. 

With ACN providing Mass 
stipends for priests across Syria, 
he said Church leaders must stay 
to encourage and provide for 
their people.  

Thanking ACN for providing 
emergency and pastoral help, he 
added: “We have all been through 
so much – at times we have had 
no running water; sometimes, 
we have had no bread but thanks 
to you we can survive and go 
on here.”

Describing the horror of a bomb 
blast that nearly killed him and 
the distress of burying children 
killed in a mortar attack, he 
added: “At times I have cried, 
but most of the time I am able 
to smile.

“To smile is very oft en the only 
thing you can do and through 
your smile God is showing his 
love for his people.”  

Joseph – the smiling bishop 

ANNIE and Sarkis live on what was 
the front line between east and 
west Aleppo.

When the bombs fell, they took cover 
in the bathroom of their fourth-fl oor fl at 
in Aleppo’s Midan district and sometimes 
they even hid in the stairwell. 

Sarkis, 77, a former crane driver who 
retired early on health grounds, and 
his wife have been totally reliant on aid 
delivered by Sister Annie Demerjian’s 
group of volunteers. 

Group member Vivian, a 25-year-
old student at Aleppo University, has 
risked her life to bring the couple food 
vouchers, medicine, clothes and money 
for electricity. 

Annie, 62, said: “Vivian is 
amazing. She deserves a medal 
and so does ACN. It is a miracle 
what we have received from you.

“I thank God every day and pray 
for those who help us.”

The couple also thank God for each 

other – they only met recently and were 
married aft er romance blossomed in the 
midst of the confl ict. 

Thank you for what you are doing 
and please continue to help people 
like Sarkis and Annie with their 
daily needs. 

 @acn_uk  facebook.com/acnuk 020 8642 8668

Daesh (ISIS) bound 
me to a cross – but
I escaped 

Journeying into 
the unknown

Smiling through the pain: Maronite 

Archbishop Joseph Tobji of Aleppo

Arson attack on a chapel – including desecration of the crucifix 
– carried out by jihadists

The bomb-blasted Maronite Cathedral in Aleppo’s Old City

WHEN we visited Aleppo, Sister 
Annie Demerjian, ACN’s intrepid 
project partner, invited us to 
meet a special couple – Elias and 
Samar, who managed to escape 
Daesh (ISIS) in extraordinary 
circumstances. 

When Daesh invaded the couple’s 
home city of Raqqa, the jihadists 
imposed jizya tax – part of Islamic 
Shari‘a law.

The couple could not aff ord to 
pay it. Daesh came knocking at their 
door, fl ung their statue of Our Lady 
of Fatima in the bin, hit Elias on the 
back of the head with the butt of a 
gun and called him a Kafi r – which 
means an unbeliever, worthy to 
be killed. 

Elias was momentarily blinded 
and he lashed out in despair, hitting 
the Daesh off icial.  

His punishment was to be 
bound hand and foot to a cross – 
and aft er one month he was told 
his throat would be slit. 

Elias begged God for mercy. 
Suddenly a plane dropped a 
bomb and he escaped.

He met up with his wife and 
a nomad drove them in a lorry 
to Aleppo.   

Thanks to Sr Annie – and thanks 
to you – the couple are receiving 
everything they need, a home, 
food, clothes, medicine, heating, 
electricity and water.

The couple asked us to pray for 
their children – Rima, 18, and 17-year-
old Youhanna, who have vanished 
aft er being caught by Daesh.

With their children’s fate 
unknown, Elias and Samar asked 
us to conceal all the family’s real 
names and not show their pictures. 

Elias said: “I have always prayed 
to Our Lady. God delivered us 
from evil and brought us to safety. 
We came here with nothing 
but now our hearts are full of 
gratitude for what you are doing 
to support our every need.” 

Driving into Aleppo was an experience I shall 
never forget. 

Along the roadsides of the deserted streets, 
the sight of the bomb-blasted buildings drew 
gasps from within our car. 

Not one building intact. Rubble and 
devastation everywhere. 

Even to have got this far was an achievement. 
The main road to Aleppo was impassable, being 
in Daesh (ISIS) territory so we took the ‘scenic’ 
route through one checkpoint aft er another. 

Arriving at our destination, ACN Syria projects 
coordinator Father Ziad Hilal pointed to a large 
dent in the wall of his house.

“We were lucky,” he said, “when the rocket 
hit a few weeks ago, it landed on a join in the 
concrete where the wall is stronger.” 

He explained that the mortar had in eff ect 
bounced off  the wall and had fallen to the 
ground. You could see pockmarks on the 
street outside. 

Such twists of fate are what have enabled 
ACN to continue its work in Aleppo, bringing 
help and hope to those most in need.  

Annie, 62, said: “Vivian is other – they only met recently and were 

Love on the 
front line

John Pontifex in the remains of Aleppo’s Old City (Picture: Father Andrzej Halemba PhD)

Volunteer helper Vivian, 25, (left) with Annie and Sarkis, a couple helped by a group led by
 Sister Annie Demerjian, supported by ACN
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