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Artisans of peace –
Seminarians in Nigeria

“May we dedicate ourselves prayerfully and actively to banishing violence from our hearts, words
and deeds. Nothing is impossible if we turn to God in prayer. Everyone can be an artisan of peace.”
Pope Francis, Message for the World Day of Peace, 1st January 2017

every person on earth. God’s peace is “not
as the world gives” (John 14:27), nor as a
After the last two major jubilee years – the temporary military truce but as an allYear of Mercy in 2016 and the centenary of embracing, total and unequivocal peace.
the Fatima apparitions in 2017 – the present
year, 2018, is an “ordinary” year, so to Jesus has paid the price of our peace by
speak. But there is in fact a theme, not to overcoming “the dividing wall of hostility”
say an obligation, that applies to this year, in his crucified body and has thereby
and indeed to every year, and that is the himself become “our peace” (Ephesians
mission of peace. In fact, peace is quite 2:14). As Jesus told Saint Faustina,
simply the ultimate goal of every jubilee, “Mankind will not find peace until it turns
commemoration and initiative. And that is in confidence to My Mercy.”
why the Church always commemorates the first day of the
year as the World Day of Peace.
The Jewish word “Shalom”
(peace) signifies the fullness of
time, the dawn of the new messianic age. But if the Messiah
has already come, why is there still no The reality of peace does not lie in overpeace on earth?
coming all difficulties, nor in fulfilling
every wish. This may make people “satisYet Jesus does indeed leave us his peace, as fied” but it will not bring them peace. True
his last gift to us before his Passion, and he peace is something we receive when, trustgrants it to us again as his first gift of Easter ing in the word of the Lord, we seek and
– a peace “that passes all understanding” promote reconciliation with God, with our
(Philippians 4:7). The peace of Christ is not fellow men, and with ourselves. Only in
something that can be measured, rather it is this way can peace also reign in the world.
an object of faith. God alone possesses true And so we should celebrate each day as a
peace, and he offers this peace as a gift to ‘Jubilee’ by making peace with everyone

around us and forgiving all those who hurt
us. St Seraphim of Sarov, the great Russian
spiritual director, assures us, “Seek peace,
and thousands around you will find
salvation.” This kind of peace is not that
state of inner quietude promised by many
eastern religions. In the words of the Swiss
scientist and philosopher Max Thürkauf,
“The Buddhist keeps his inner tranquillity
for himself, whereas the Christian gives his
to his neighbour – a tranquillity that is true
peace. Peace is peace when it is shared,
given to others. A Christian
cannot be inwardly at rest when
his neighbour is living in fear.”

True peace comes when
we trust in the Lord and
strive for reconciliation.

Dear Friends, may the year
2018 be for us in this sense a
“restless” year, in which we
daily strive to find and pass on the peace of
Christ – so that the world may believe that
Jesus is indeed the Messiah, the Prince of
Peace.
My grateful blessing on you all,

Fr Martin Maria Barta
Ecclesiastical Assistant
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Walking in the Way of the Lord: seminarians approaching ordination in Tanzania.

Riches of grace
Nowhere is the Church growing
faster than in Africa. Nowhere is
there such a great wealth of
vocations, of Catholic schools
and of seminarians as on this
continent. And yet nowhere is the
Church materially poorer.
The bishops and seminary rectors are delighted at the growing number of candidates
for priesthood across Africa. They always
check carefully to ensure that these are genuine vocations and not merely driven by the
desire for security and safety. But then in
practice, security is by no means certain
anywhere, and in some dioceses even life in
the seminary can be quite dangerous. In
Burkina Faso – the “Land of the Upright”
– in the diocese of Dori, on the frontier with
Mali, it takes courage and perseverance to
consecrate your life to Christ. The people

here are among the poorest in Africa, and
gangs of Islamist terrorists sometimes cross
the border. But Damien, Ambrose, Daniel
and the 42 other seminarians here are still
determined to serve the Lord. They continue
to study and in the holidays they live and
work in the local parishes to deepen their
understanding of life here in Africa’s Sahel
zone. This will help them later when as
priests they play a crucial role, leading the
people to Christ. ACN is supporting their
studies with a total of £16,100.
In the Central African Republic the
Cardinal Archbishop of Bangui is rightly
proud of his seminarians. Last year they all
passed their end-of-year exams, three of
them with distinction. And this despite the
chaos that war has brought to the country.
These young men long to lead their people
to reconciliation and the peace of Christ. We

Ora et labora – “Pray and Work” – in the
“Land of the Upright”: a seminarian
working in the garden, Burkina Faso.

are helping the Cardinal with £22,400 for his
53 seminarians. In Tanzania there are
another 46 seminarians and in Nigeria,
Sudan, Kenya, Angola and the Democratic
Republic of Congo several hundreds more.
Thanks to your generosity, they are able to
devote their lives to God in the seminary. In
this way, you too are sharing in the grace of
this wealth of vocations.

•

Witnessing to the Lord
Pakistan is a dangerous place
for Christians to live. Between
blasphemy laws and Islamist
extremists life difficult for them.
Nevertheless, many young men still want to
become priests. In the seminary of St Francis
Xavier in Lahore they are preparing to bear
witness to the Lord, who has defeated
darkness and death. So writes their rector,
Father Asif John. But their situation has been
made harder still as the seminary’s vehicle
was involved in a serious crash and is now
2

in constant need of repairs. It is used to buy
provisions in the city centre, 12 miles away,
for the 96 students and the teaching staff, and
alos to support of their pastoral work. Small
wonder that it struggles on the rough roads!
In all honesty, it is only a matter of time
before it breaks down altogether. They
would prefer not to wait for that and, in any
case, the constant repairs are already costing
too much money. We have promised
£10,700 for a new vehicle. That’s a real ray
of light for the seminary.

•

“Did not our hearts burn within us,
as he explained the Scriptures to us?”
(Luke 24:32) Seeking God’s help
preparing for priesthood.

Any donation you kindly give will go to support these, or similar

p
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© Raul Castillo

Quietly, a young religious Sister
enters the noisy bar. She belongs
to the congregation of the Little
Sisters of the Poor and she is
begging for alms. She stretches her
hand out to a man, who is notorious
for his hatred of the Church, and
he spits in her face, laughing
derisively. Quietly, she wipes her
face and says, “That was for me.
Now will you give me something for
the poor?” The mocking smile dies
on the man’s face and his eyes
open in wonderment. He asks her
pardon and gives – more than she
had dared to hope.
Bishop Raul Castillo of La Guaira,
Venezuela, is happy to tell people this true
story. It takes a lot of courage, he says, to set
aside your dignity and beg. But, as he also
knows, “Christ comes begging with us.” For
here it is about “God’s first love, the poor”,
as Emeritus Pope Benedict XVI puts it in his
book on Jesus of Nazareth. For Bishop Raul,
that also includes his priests, religious Sisters
and seminarians. And it is they who are
combatting the immense spiritual poverty of

Bishop Raul Castillo of La Guaira:
reaching out to young people.

Arming themselves against spiritual
poverty: seminarians studying.
ar

Christ comes
begging
with us

Tilling and planting to stave off hunger:
seminarians working in the field.

today, for as Pope Francis says in his
encyclical Evangelii Gaudium: “The worst
discrimination which the poor suffer is the
lack of spiritual care.”
The 19 young men in Saint Peter’s Seminary
in La Guaira are well aware of this. They see
the poverty in the country, the lack of basic
necessities and the widespread violence.
They themselves suffer from the same shortages and Bishop Raul has asked for help to
provide them with the barest necessities –
soap, eggs, milk, flour, paper… As for
money, they have none, and in any case it
would be of little worth, for inflation here is
the highest in the world today. Money from
abroad would help them to address the
material needs and at the same time prepare
for the growing spiritual need. Many of the
seminarians have themselves known past
sorrow and suffering. When Luis Carlos felt
the call of God, he was already engaged. The
parting was not easy. Fellow seminarian

Singing for the Lord: choir practice at
the seminary.

projects, and enable the pastoral work of Aid to the Church in Need.

Caesar Rafael suffered cancer of the lymph
nodes at the age of 10. He underwent
chemotherapy, but then when he was 14 the
cancer returned. This time the chemotherapy
was followed by radiotherapy. Since then, he
seems to have been in good health. He gave
up his studies in machine engineering after
two years and entered the seminary. Another
student for the priesthood, Esteban Marcanos
lost his mother when he was just one year
old. He was brought up by his father in his
grandparents’ house. Then his father died
when he was just 16. Yet he never ceased
to believe in God’s love, and today he is
training for the priesthood.
No one knows what will happen to this
country in the future. But one thing is certain: without the Church the spiritual poverty
will continue to increase. Luis, Caesar and
Esteban want to combat this with the sacraments, the signs of God’s love. And this too
is what the 20 young men in the seminary of
the Mother of the Redeemer in Carupano are
preparing for. They also have no fear of the
future, although they too lack even the barest
necessities. We have promised £10,700 for
Carupano and £13,400 for La Guaira. It will
help them towards their goal, expressed in
the words of Pope Francis: “Our preferential
option for the poor must mainly translate into
a privileged and preferential religious care.”
(Evangelii Gaudium, 200).

•
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There is an atmosphere
of happiness in the
seminary of Hrodna in
Belarus. The rector, Fr
Roman Raczko thanks
us “on behalf of our
seminary family” for the
help we gave them in
2017 – which enabled
its 33 seminarians to
benefit from a solid
academic and spiritual
formation. They were also able to spend more time visiting orphanages,
homes for handicapped children and for the elderly and in this way
learn how to care for “these children of God”. All this forms part of their
training in Hrodna, the overall goal of which is “to better prepare our
students for the priesthood”. And it also leads to many of its new
priests working in the missions, in Brazil and Cameroon, for example,
“to work among the poor children there”. Fr Roman assures us, “We
think daily of our benefactors, and not only in Holy Mass. You are also
with us in our thoughts when our students and professors travel on
pilgrimage to nearby Marian shrines.”

Need, love and thanks − your letters
God’s approval and blessing
I first came to know about ACN five years
ago, and I can tell you that I am very
enthusiastic about your work. Since then,
I have endeavoured with all my heart to
get to know more about your charity and
to tell others about it. But above all I
want to stay loyal to ACN by financially
supporting it, as it is a charity that really
has God’s approval and blessing.
A benefactress in Brazil
Hope for the Church
Your magazine gives us so much hope for
a bright future for the Church despite all
the attacks against her. May God bless
each of you with the Gifts of the Holy
Spirit to continue this great Work for
God.
A benefactress in Australia

Opening hearts
After I read out something from Mirror
8 to my children, they spontaneously
decided to give up some of their savings,
so as to provide children in Syria with
nappies and milk.
Thank you for these practical suggestions
for helping, which have opened my
children’s hearts.
A mother in France
An answer to my prayer
Tonight when I read of the ACN for the
first time on the Internet, I felt my heart
skip a beat and tears of joy came to my
eyes…This I realised was the answer to
my prayer. Thank you for caring for our
unfortunate brothers and sisters around
the world.
A benefactor from the US

Johannes
Freiherr
Heereman,
Executive President,
ACN (International)

Dear Friends,

If anyone is still looking for good
resolutions for the New Year, then I
recommend you read Saint Paul. In his
Letter to the Romans he gives a host of
recommendations that are both practical and personal. For example, if you
have the gift of prophecy, then speak, in
accordance with the Faith; if you are
suited to the work of service, then serve
others. And if called to comfort others,
then give comfort (Romans 12:6ff). In
other words, we should all fully use our
true potential, and thereby become
better people. This and nothing else is
what our resolutions are about.
But Saint Paul touches not only on the
importance of personal qualities but
social ones too. “Outdo one another in
showing honour... Contribute to the
needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. Bless those who persecute you;
bless and do not curse them. Rejoice
with those who rejoice, weep with those
who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate
with the lowly.”(Romans 12:10, 13-16).
These are not merely good resolutions,
but a whole programme of life for
everyone who wishes to prepare the way
for the peace of Christ on earth, and in
so doing experiences the peace of Christ
in his heart.
With these thoughts in mind I wish you
all a peaceful and blessed 2018.

Where to send your contribution for the Church in Need
Our address is Aid to the Church in Need, 12–14 Benhill Avenue, Sutton, Surrey
SM1 4DA. Please use the Freepost envelope – it saves you money and helps us. If
you give by standing order, or have sent a donation recently, please accept our
sincere thanks. This Mirror is for your interest and information.
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