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“Pray that God may
grant us holy priests 

for the Church in West
and East. Pray without

ceasing, and help
wherever you can!”

Fr Werenfried van Straaten

begin this anniversary year we must first of
all acknowledge, on behalf of all our staff
and co-workers, that “we are merely use-
less servants and have done no more than
our duty”. For who can ever say he has
done all he possibly could have done? Yet
despite our failings, we believe utterly in
the love of God – a love which can save the
world. This and this alone is the servant’s
reward. Even the elimination of the need is
not what ultimately counts, but rather the

ability to love to our very limits, reflecting
the infinite love of the Lord. A journalist
once challenged Mother Teresa: “You are
70 now. When you die, the world will
look just the same as it did before. What
will really have changed after all the efforts
on your part?” Without the least impatience
she replied, “You know, I have never imag-
ined I was capable of changing the world. I
have only ever attempted to be a droplet
of pure water in which God’s love can be
reflected. Does that seem too little to you?”
Then she turned again to the reporter and

Peter asks Jesus the question: “Lord, how
often will my brother sin against me, and I
forgive him? As many as seven times?”
Jesus tells him, “I do not say to you seven
times, but seventy times seven.” (Mt
18:21ff). And yes, it was with this call for
reconciliation – a quite scandalous one in
the period immediately after World War II
– that our charity, now the pontifical foun-
dation ACN, first began 70
years ago. Our founder, Father
Werenfried van Straaten was
convinced that the love of God
is greater than all the hurt and
bitterness we can cause. Trust-
ing in God’s grace, he dared to
call for the highest expression of love of his
fellow Christians; the love of Christ in fact.
A love that never ceases stooping to serve
one’s neighbour and draws the best out of the
soul, as it were, “compelling” it to conver-
sion. Love like this – selfless, humble, and
therefore mighty – can move mountains. So
often in the course of the past seven
decades ACN has been confronted with the
bitterest of human suffering. And just as
often we have experienced miracles of
love. During this coming year we will
describe many of these moments. But as we

added, “Why don’t you also try to be a
droplet of pure water? Then at least there
would be two of us.”

Dear Friends, you have been faithful to
ACN over so many years and have never
let us down. Thanks to your help we have
been able to help others. As we begin this
new year of 2017 we would like, together
with you all, to renew this covenant with
Christ for a further 70 years. Together let

us strive, 70 x 7 times a day, to
forgive, 70 x 7 times to ask for
mercy, 70 x 7 times to restrain
our selfish impulses, 70 x 7
times to give of ourselves and
70 x 7 times to dip into our
pockets without the right hand

even knowing what the left hand is doing.
Then very soon the promise made 100
years ago by Our Lady in Fatima will be
fulfilled: “In the end my Immaculate Heart
will triumph and an era of peace will be
granted to the world.”
In gratitude, I wish you all a blessed and
joyous New Year,

Fr Martin Maria Barta
Ecclesiastical Assistant
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2 Any donation you kindly give will go to support these, or similar 

Aid to the Church in Need has released a report which looks at the
state of religious liberty in all 196 countries in the world.

On the eve of the report’s parliamentary launch on 24th November
various landmark buildings were lit up red – including Westminster
Abbey and the Houses of Parliament – as were a number of churches
and other places of worship. Syriac-Orthodox Patriarch Ignatius II was
one of the keynote speakers, who described the situation in Syria. The
report stressed that religious minorities were being driven out of the
Middle East by “hyper-extremist” Islamist groups. •
To read the full report visit www.religion-freedom-report.org

Religious Freedom Report

One in every 10 seminarians around the
world is supported by ACN. Most of them
are studying in Africa, Latin America and
Eastern Europe. Without your help there
would be fewer priests in the world.
Our aid covers many aspects, including
scholarships, building projects and
assistance with the cost of printing
religious literature.

In a message of greeting to the candidates
at the Benedict XVI Interdiocesan Seminary
in Kendoumayah, Guinea-Conakry, mark-
ing the consecration of the newly opened
seminary chapel, Emeritus Pope Benedict
wrote as follows: “In December 1944, when
I was called up for military service, the
company commander asked each new
recruit what his chosen profession would
be. I replied that I wanted to become a
Catholic priest. The recruiting sergeant told
me I’d better choose a different profession,
since in the new Germany there would be

no need for priests any more. But I
knew even then that this new Germany
was finished and that after the terrible dev-
astation it would need priests more than
ever before. Admittedly, the situation today
is altogether different, but there are still
many people who believe we no longer
need priests any more; that it is a calling
without a future. What an error! The priest
is not a manager of the community”, Pope
Benedict wrote, “He is God’s messenger
among us.”

It is this same spirit that permeates the
prayer and studies of the 73 seminarians
who are currently training here in
Kendoumayah. The first ordinations to the
diaconate have already taken place and the
first messengers from the seminary will be
sent out this year to bear witness to God’s
love for his people. Today’s world greatly
needs this message! And there could be still
more of these messengers, both here in

Kendoumayah and elsewhere. But there is
not enough space at present; one of the
dormitory buildings is still unfinished,
meaning that some of the seminarians have
to sleep in one of the classrooms. This
makeshift solution needs to end as soon as
possible. We have promised £25,700 so that
the work can be finished and this world may
be blessed with more priests.

Seminarians come from every part of the world.
In Papua New Guinea you are supporting 17
seminarians, in Ecuador another 40 in the
seminary of San Pedro in the Archdiocese
of Portoviejo, another 34 in the seminary of
St Pius X in Istmina, Colombia, 105 in the
seminary of Fenoarivo in Madagascar, and
49 seminarians of the Basilian Fathers in
Ukraine – to name just a few. They will
renew the face of the earth for they know,
thanks to a thorough formation, that “the
true success of our mission is a gift of
grace,” as Pope Francis has reminded us all. •

The world needs priests. Archbishop Vincent Coulibaly with
the first deacons from the seminary in Kendoumayah.

Taking a break from their studies in Madagascar: time for a
game of basket ball.

God’s messengers among us

Patriarch Ignatius II (centre) with Lord Bates and
Lord Alton (left) and Baroness Cox and Baroness
Scotland (right) outside a red Westminster Abbey.



3projects, and enable the pastoral work of Aid to the Church in Need.

They see tanks in the streets instead of cars, clouds from bombs instead of sun-
light, heaps of rubble instead of houses, wastelands instead of meadows – many
children in Syria have known little else but war since they were born.

Children love to draw, and their drawings
reflect a life of tanks, bombs, and waste-
lands. Responding to an initiative of ACN,
over a million children from 2,000 schools
in Syria have drawn pictures as a message
of peace to the world. In October 2016
bishops from the Catholic and Orthodox
Churches, led by Melkite Patriarch
Gergorios III, acted as spokesmen for the
children, bringing their drawings and

pleas for peace to  senior figures in the UN
and the EU. Patriarch Gregorios III said:
“Peace in Syria will come only if everyone
does his part. The international community
has to sit down again and achieve security
and stability. Peace, however, cannot be
imposed, it must come from inside, from
the hearts of each one of us – and that has
and continues to be the work of the
Churches, every day.”

In Damascus, Aleppo, Homs, Latakia and
throughout Syria children are praying that
the rumble of the tanks and the thunder of
the guns will fall silent – that peace will
come, so that they can return to school and
play in the streets without fear. They still
have hope – a hope shored up by you, the
generous benefactors of ACN who are
helping them via priests, religious Sisters
and bishops, showing the children and

Syria’s children:
drawing and
praying for peace 

their families that they are not forgotten.
We cannot fulfil the children’s hopes for
peace, but we can at least bring them some
consolation, through our gifts which help
to keep their hope alive, by providing
food, shelter and other essential supplies
through the Church in Syria. •
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Iraq: Fr Salim, a Chaldean priest,
in front of the destroyed house in
Batnaya which belongs to his
family . Although the villages on
the Nineveh Plains have been
freed from Daesh (ISIS), it will still
be many months before people
can return. ACN is continuing to
support displaced families who
fled their homes.

Johannes 
Freiherr
Heereman,
Executive President, 
ACN (International)

Dear Friends,
This year ACN will be 70 years old. I’m
sure most of you will have read or heard
about its dramatic early beginnings.
The initial idea came from Rome, when
Pope Pius XII asked the abbot of the
Norbertines to try and do something for
the displaced German refugees. The
abbot immediately thought of the young
Father Werenfried in the abbey of
Tongerlo in Belgium, who responded
with the now famous article “Peace on
Earth? No room in the Inn” in the
Christmas 1947 issue of the abbey
newsletter, which marked the beginning
of our relief work.
It was likewise at the prompting of
Rome that the aid initiatives spread
worldwide. Pope John XXIII asked for
help for Latin America, Pope Paul VI
for Asia and Africa, Pope John Paul II
for the Church in Russia. Hence the
‘institutional re-founding’ of ACN by
Pope Benedict XVI as a pontifical
foundation, five years ago, was a logical
progression. Today ACN has national
offices in 23 different countries and
helps in more than 140. Looking back
over these developments today, we can
only marvel and say, “The Spirit blows
where he wills…”. In fact we can see
him blowing above all in the hearts of
our benefactors. Without your generosity,
ACN would not be what it is today.
Thank you for your faithful charity!

Need, love and thanks − your letters
Baking for the Middle East
Bless you in your work of assisting the
Christian refugees in the Middle East.
Our parish priest asked our faith
formation classes to collect for baskets
needed by the refugees. Children brought
in coins, and moms and catechists began
baking for a bake sale at church. We are
pleased to be able to send a check of
$176.33. We hope that you will be able to
fill two baskets and help on a third for
those in need. 

Members of a parish 
in the United States

Ordained a deacon, thanks to you 
I would like to express my appreciation
to ACN, because I feel touched by what
you do, especially for us, the Church in

Africa. It was by the grace of God and
through your help that I was ordained a
deacon this year in August in Tororo
archdiocese, Uganda. 

A future priest in Uganda

The right decision
Thank you for your letters of thanks,
which you send me after every donation.
They are just a few lines, yet they show
me how deeply ACN is imbued with love
and joy. Your words are a blessing,
as they show me that it was the right
decision to choose your charity! Please
use my donations for the purpose in-
dicated, for they are gifts given with deep
passion and conviction. 

A benefactor in Naples, Italy
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Where to send your contribution for the Church in Need
Our address is Aid to the Church in Need, 12–14 Benhill Avenue, Sutton, Surrey
SM1 4DA. Please use the Freepost envelope – it saves you money and helps us.
If you give by standing order, or have sent a donation recently, please accept
our sincere thanks. This Mirror is for your interest and information. 12–14 Benhill Avenue, Sutton, Surrey SM1
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charity in England & Wales (1097984) and
Scotland (SC040748) | www.acnuk.org
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