
• 1,222 construction projects
You helped fund the construction of churches and
chapels, cathedrals and seminaries. One third of these
construction projects were in Africa.

• 1,435,888 Mass Offerings
You helped one priest in every nine with Mass stipends
(43,027 priests altogether), especially in Africa (14,403)
and Asia (11,293). Every 22 seconds Holy Mass was 
celebrated somewhere in the world for the intentions 
of our benefactors.  

• 10,760 seminarians were supported by you during 2016,
or one in every 11 seminarians worldwide (in 2015 it was
one in every 10). Most of them were in Africa (4,667), fol-
lowed by Latin America (2,900) and Eastern Europe (1,577).

• 11,080 religious Sisters were supported by you in
their training and/or apostolate.
That is one Sister in every 62 (in 2015 it was one in every
67). In most cases this was for basic or ongoing 
formation.

• 375 cars, 149 motorcycles, 239 bicycles and two boats
were supplied by you for pastoral ministry. Once again in
2016, most of the vehicles went to Africa or Asia.

 30.0 % Construction

 18.6 % Refugee and 
                       emergency aid

 14.8 % Mass Offerings 

 11.0 % Religious formation 
of the laity

 10.9 % Formation of 
priests and religious

Where your help went:

In 2016 you funded a total of 5,303 projects.
Since 2011, we have sent 60 million Euros to the crisis-hit areas of the Middle East
– in 2016 alone we provided 18.2 million. We expect to be paying out similar 
levels in 2017. 
Because the average cost of the various different projects we supported was
higher in 2016, we supported 900 fewer projects than the previous year, having to
turn down 2,109 requests. 
As in previous years, the largest proportion of our aid was for building projects, 
accounting for 30 percent of the total. This was followed by emergency aid – 
including help for refugees. We also helped with subsistence, and formation 
programmes to help 30,000 catechists and other lay workers.

Dear friends,

God’s loving care is humbling. Once again
our international income has increased –
to €128.5 million. Of course, we strive in
our appeals and campaigns – both in the
media and on social networks – to draw
attention to the plight of Christians
around the world and raise funds to relieve
or alleviate their distress. But if God did
not touch the hearts of our benefactors –
your hearts – all this effort would be no
more than “sounding brass, or a clanging
cymbal”, as we hear in 1 Corinthians
(13:1). It is love that moves us. Caritas
Christi urget nos – the love of Christ
compels us (2 Cor 5:14). 

It is God himself who helps his Church,
through us. Or rather, who moves your
hearts and who, thanks to your generosi-
ty, entrusts this pontifical charity with the
means to help his priests, his seminarians,
his religious Sisters and brothers and his
lay faithful in 148 different countries and
in half of the world’s dioceses. We thank
you – but we also thank God who has
made us all into instruments of his mercy
and into a community of love.

The figures in this annual report for 2016
show you where Aid to the Church in
Need is working and what it is doing. 
Further information is also available on
our website. But of course, figures do not
tell the whole story – nor can your gen-
erosity and heroic sacrifices be reduced
to statistics. What ACN needs above all is
your prayers – as in all these situations it
is God who acts.

Johannes Freiherr 
Heereman, 
International 
Executive President

Neville Kyrke-Smith,
National Director

7.3 % Pastoral transport

3.3 % Support for 
religious Sisters

2.4 % Religious literature 
and publications

1.7 % Mass media 

Visit our website:
www.acnuk.org

Aid to the Church in Need 
12-14 Benhill Avenue, Sutton, Surrey SM1 4DA 020 8642 8668

These figures relate to projects funded by all 21 of ACN’s national offices in 2016.
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Aid allocated by ACN (UK):

Priority: Middle East

23.7 % Middle East
21.3 % Africa
12.1 % Asia
6.5 % Central and Eastern Europe
6.4 % Latin America
9.1 % Mass Stipends

20.9 % Funds

Income for ACN (UK) 2016                         £                    %      

Donations                                                                       7,505,108           50.3 %   
Mass Offerings                                                                  534,333             3.6 %   
Legacies Received                                                       3,503,164           23.5 %
Legacies Accrued                                                         2,947,000           19.7 %
Trading                                                                                 436,827             2.9 %
Total income                                                          14,926,432           100 %   

Expenditure for ACN (UK) 2016               £                    %      

Aid Payments                                                                9,734,203            79.1 %
Pastoral Expenditure                                                  1,568,492           12.7 %

Fundraising                                                                        695,763             5.7 %
Trading                                                                                 314,219 2.5 % 
Total expenditure                                               12,312,675           100 %  
Accounting surplus                                                         2,613,757                    

Country                                                       local currency               Euros
Australia                                            A$           5,339,639                 3,587,744
Austria                                                   €           3,063,200                 3,063,200
Belgium & Luxembourg                 €           4,537,734                 4,537,734
Brazil                                                   R$         14,076,097                 3,647,130
Canada                                           CA$           2,916,682                 1,989,144
Chile                                              CLP$      865,319,891                 1,155,887
Colombia                                    COL$      573,847,671                    169,896
France                                                    €         29,490,022              29,490,022
Germany/Fr Werenfried Foundation €         12,393,616              12,393,616
Ireland                                                   €           4,533,380                 4,533,380
Italy                                                        €           3,390,293                 3,390,293
Malta                                                      €               212,155                    212,155
Mexico                                            MX$           5,503,766                    266,478
Netherlands                                        €           3,888,878                 3,888,878
Poland                                                  Zł           9,544,449                 2,187,940
Portugal                                                €           3,178,816                 3,178,816
Spain                                                      €         13,170,152              13,170,152
Switzerland                                   SFr           9,966,333                 9,142,586
South Korea                                      ₩      717,215,891                    558,506
UK                                                           £         14,926,432              18,227,954
USA                                                   US$           7,554,497                 6,825,530
International Secretariat               €           2,936,796                 2,936,796
Total worldwide income        in €                                       128,553,835

2016 income from national offices

Through the generosity of its benefactors, ACN (UK) provided
£9,734,203 in aid through 649 projects. In the Middle East,
there was a heavy demand for emergency aid  to enable the
survival of the region’s embattled Christian communities. In
Africa, where the Church is growing rapidly, particular help
was given to northern Nigeria and other countries increasingly
facing the spread of an aggressive form of Islam. In Asia
radical Hindu and Muslim extremism threatened the Church
in India and Pakistan and also in parts of the Philippines. 

A particular priority for ACN (UK) was to help sustain and
maintain the Christian presence in the Middle East, in the
face of violence, attacks and conflict. The UK office of the
charity paid out £2,304,836 in emergency and pastoral
grants to projects in Lebanon, Iraq and Syria. In Iraq, where
families had been driven out of their homes on the Nineveh
Plains by extremists, ACN (UK) gave £686,856 in help.

Food parcels being provided for displaced families in Erbil, Iraq,
who were forced out of their homes by Daesh (ISIS).

Lighting up 2016 in red

In November 2016 ACN (UK) ran its first #RedWednesday
campaign to raise awarenes about tha lack of religious free-
dom in many countries. Buildings throughout the country
were lit up red including Westminster Cathedral (above),  the
Houses of Parliament and Westminster Abbey. This followed
the launch of our new Religious Freedom in the World report.

Funds refers to restricted donations for key areas
of work including training seminarians, support of
Sisters and provision of Child’s Bibles.
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These figures have been extracted from the financial statements audited by Kingston Smith. The full financial statements
for Aid to the Church in Need (UK) are available on the Charity Commission website. The accounting surplus of £2,613,757 was due to an exceptional legacy, for which the cash was not received until 2017.
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