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“You are not just improving people’s 
lives; you are saving people’s lives.”

Majd Jalhoum, 26, coordinates a 
team of volunteers bringing emergency 
help and spiritual support to 1,800 
families – 7,200 people – who have 
fl ed bombardment and persecution 
in the Syrian city of Homs and sought 
sanctuary in the nearby Valley of 
the Christians. 

A dentist who qualifi ed in 2013, 
Majd’s ability and organisational skills 
were clear to see when ACN staff  saw her 
in action in the valley earlier this year.  

Thanks to you, Majd and her team give:
• Cash for emergency food supplies – 

for the poorest displaced people 
• Food parcels – distributed to the 

housebound 

• Medical aid – surgery and 
prescriptions, vital as almost all free 
hospitals have closed

• Fuel – essential in a region where 
temperature dips to -3°C in winter

• Rent – accommodation is plentiful 
but rent money is in short supply 

The needs increase hugely in winter 
months – and Majd said she is 
worried that supplies will run low.

Majd began helping needy people 
in her home city of Homs, where she 
was recruited by Jesuit priest Father 
Frans van der Lugt – who provided 
emergency relief until his murder in 
April 2014.

Majd said: “I have an off er to leave 
the country but I refuse when so many 
are suff ering and need our help.”  

“For a moment, I thought it was my 
last moment to live.”

Writing from Syria to her friends at 
Aid to the Church in Need, Sister Annie 
(pictured above) described how she 
came within a whisker of death as she 
went about her work in the bomb-
blasted city of Aleppo. 

The incident happened as she was 
distributing aid – your aid – to families 
desperate for food, shelter and medicine. 

Sister Annie (who tells her latest story 
on page two) is just one of many project 
partners who are entrusted with the 
task of distributing relief to the poorest 
of the poor in places oft en cut off  from 
water and electricity supplies for weeks 
on end. 

This report celebrates the ACN project 
partners in Syria and Iraq who are your 
Ministers of Mercy – priests, bishops, 
Sisters and lay people – and how 
support for ACN has come direct from 
the Pope himself.

Inside, please read how – in spite of 
the confl ict that has racked the Middle 
East – your help can continue to make 
a real diff erence, enabling ACN’s project 
partners to provide food, medicine and 
shelter urgently needed this winter. 

In doing this vital work, your Ministers 
of Mercy are restoring people’s God-
given dignity, helping them in their 
struggle against oppression.

Specifi cally, Aid to the Church in Need 
is standing up for religious freedom – 
people’s right to live out their lives of faith 
without threat to their life and liberty. 

By off ering Mass stipends for 
persecuted priests, training seminarians 
and Sisters, repairing churches where 
it is safe to do so, your charity is 
providing a practical response to those 
denied the right to practise the Faith we 
all hold dear.

In our shared commitment to faith and 
freedom, ACN echoes this appeal given 
by Melkite Greek Catholic Archbishop 
Jean-Clément Jeanbart of Aleppo: 
“Faced with what is happening today; 
humanly speaking we would have no 
option but to despair.

“But, strengthened by our hope in 
Jesus Christ, who has promised to 
stay with us, we are confi dent in his 
Divine Mercy – the brothers and sisters 
of goodwill who come to our aid.”  
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Earlier this year, Pope Francis 
entrusted a donation to Aid to the 
Church in Need to help displaced 
families in northern Iraq forced from 
their homes by Daesh (ISIS).

Calling on the faithful “not to forget the 
drama of persecution”, the Holy Father 
said “Mercy calls on us to [help]  these 

brothers and sisters of ours, to dry their 
tears, heal their physical and moral 
wounds, and console their grief-stricken 
and damaged hearts. 

“It is not a matter of a mere dutiful act 
of charity but of helping our very own 
hearts, since all Christians, in virtue of 
the same baptism, are ‘one’ in Christ.”

Aid to the Church in Need has not 
forgotten the displaced families in Erbil 
who fl ed from Daesh two years ago – and, 
as other charities have been forced to cut 
funding, ACN has increased its support.

The charity is providing ongoing aid 
to enable the faithful in Iraq to survive 
persecution and displacement.  

Our help includes food for 13,500 
Christian families, covering rent costs, 
psychological counselling, Christian 
education and catechesis. Another ACN 
project is medical aid – supported with a 
donation from Pope Francis. 

Your generosity is making a real 
diff erence. Erbil’s Chaldean Archbishop 
Bashar Warda told Aid to the Church 
in Need: “Your 
solidarity made 
it possible for so 
many families 
to stay in Erbil 
and not leave 
the country. 
Thank you.” 
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‘I won’t abandon my people’
– Young dentist

Your Ministers of Mercy
in Syria and Iraq

Devastation and destruction: Many parts of Syria lie in tatters following sustained bombardment and fighting. 

Erbil, Kurdish northern Iraq: A Sister of the Sacred Heart of Jesus with youngsters who escaped 
Daesh (ISIS)
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Pope Francis has funded an ACN project 
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Devastation and destruction: Many parts of Syria lie in tatters following sustained bombardment and fighting. 



 

Please off er hope by making a kind donation  to support these and other similar projects around the world www.acnuk.org/middleeast

About 7,500 meals are being served 
in Aleppo in Syria – thanks to your 
support for the work done by a 
heroic priest, Father Ziad Hilal.

The Jesuit explained: “We have a big 
kitchen. This kitchen was sponsored by 
ACN and other associations, and a lot of 
people come.”

Fr Ziad revealed how not only is the 
Church feeding many Muslims in a 
starving city – but the kitchen itself is run 
by a team of both Muslims and Christians.

Highlighting the good inter-faith 
relations that exist in spite of persecution 
and violence, Fr Ziad said: “The only way 
is dialogue between Syrians [of diff erent 
faiths] because… with weapons we 
couldn’t fi nd a resolution. We have to 
stop the weapons and work for peace.” 

Fr Ziad – bringing food 
and friendship 

Sister Annie certainly keeps her 
Guardian Angel busy.

Travelling about the bomb-blasted 
Syrian city of Aleppo, the 49-year-old 
Religious of Jesus and Mary (RJM) 
Sister provides urgent ACN aid – food, 
electricity, clothes, shoes and winter 
fuel – for thousands of people in Aleppo 
and Hassake.   

She coordinates a group of volunteers 
– young men and women who go from 
house to house, assessing people’s 
needs and distributing relief. 

Sister Annie says: “We are surrounded 
by the rebels. You don’t know when a 
bomb might land on you.”

On one home visit, Sister Annie met 
Adib Elias Matouk and his wife, Marsel 
Batikha (pictured right), both in their 70s.

Sister found the couple sleeping on the 
fl oor in their fl at because they had sold 
their bed to pay for winter fuel. 

“The fi rst thing we did was to buy them 
a new bed and to give them a subsidy for 
an electricity generator.

 “One of my group was doing a visit 
when a bomb landed – he hid in one 
building and then continued visiting 
families. The volunteer has got family but 
he told me: ‘Don’t worry, Sister. I will be ok.’

“When we carry out visits and give 
aid, we pray – we need to speak about 
the presence of Christ in our lives and 
say that in spite of the diff iculties and 
suff erings there is God. In spite of 
everything we need to thank God.” 

Sister Annie added: “In the name of 
hundreds of families and children, we 
say thank you because you entered 
into the houses and the hearts of 
many; because you feed hundreds of 
hungry families; because you warm 
many homes and hearts of those who 
feel cold; because hundreds of pairs 
of shoes protect hundreds of children 
from the harsh winter; because, 
through you, we could help to heal 
many wounded people.” 

Sister and her team have turned to 
ACN to increase their aid programme.  

Imagine being the bishop in a city at 
the epicentre of a confl ict which has 
driven thousands upon thousands of 
people away. 

How would you cope as the spiritual 
leader of a place where 300 churches 
and other religious buildings have been 
devastated by ongoing bombardment?

And yet Syria’s Melkite Greek Catholic 
Archbishop Jean-Clément Jeanbart of 
Aleppo somehow clings on to hope. 

He writes: “Thank God, none of our 
many priests, deacons, or lay volunteers 
have been killed — although Father 
Imad was gravely wounded.” 

Father Imad Daher lost an eye and 
required major reconstructive surgery aft er 
a shell hit the Church of the Dormition. 

Archbishop Jeanbart says: “All 
of them, just like Father Imad, are 

continuing to give themselves 
generously to their pastoral and 
apostolic tasks. 

“That is one more reason for us to 
have confi dence in our beloved Jesus 
Christ, the All Powerful and Merciful, the 
Master of Heaven and Earth…”

A good shepherd who refuses to 
leave his fl ock, Archbishop Jeanbart is 
ploughing on with relief programmes 
including food baskets, school 
scholarships, a medi-centre for people 
unable to go to hospital, repairs to 
people’s homes and a vocational centre 
where 60 people are learning to become 
carpenters, electricians, plumbers and 
café managers. 

Archbishop Jeanbart said: “People are 
exasperated and don’t know where to 
turn any more, where to fi nd refuge.

“But, despite everything, we will 
not let ourselves be defeated. Our 
friends who wish us well accompany 
us with their prayers.” 
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Sr Annie – help and hope 
in a war zone 

The good shepherd of Aleppo

Sister Annie’s winter aid 
programme for Aleppo and 
Hassake – funded by ACN 
• Food parcels – rice, sugar, oil and 

cheese
• Shop vouchers for groceries and 

other basic provisions
• Subsidy to fund electricity 

generators providing heat and light
• Winter fuel provision
• Warm clothing, shoes and blankets 

for children.

Archbishop Jean-Clément Jeanbart of Aleppo 

Providing help: Fr Ziad Hilal SJ

Comforting the afflicted: Sister Annie (centre) with a family you are helping in Aleppo

Meal time at an aid distribution centre in Aleppo

Aleppo: A volunteer aid distributor sits with Adib Elias Matouk and his wife, Marcel Batikha. The couple sold their bed to raise funds for winter fuel.


