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Everything is quiet in Lebanon’s Beqaa Valley, 
where I am writing this letter to you . . . The ceasefire  
has stilled many of the guns that used to roar.

But we have felt the effects of the war. Refugees have made their way 
across the border and the Church in the Beqaa has welcomed 800 
refugee families – more than 6,000 people – who fled their homeland. 
They left either because they were caught up in fighting between the 
Syrian regime and rebel forces or because they were driven out of 
their homes by Islamists among the rebels, who increasingly targeted 
the Christian community as the war continued its bloody course… 

Many refugees have told terrible stories of persecution: like the 
man whose brother, a priest, was kidnapped – and despite the 
family paying the ransom they killed the priest. They sent his family 
a box containing his severed wrist, tattooed with a cross, to show 
he was dead.

However… these acts of extremism are occurring not only in Syria, 
but also in neighbouring Iraq and various African countries. Nor is 
extremism the only problem facing our brothers and sisters, and in 
places like North Korea and China they are crushed by the heavy 
burden of state repression and intimidation.

Yet we are aware that Aid to the Church in Need, which has produced 
this report, is not only interested in reporting these atrocities but 
also in responding wherever they can… They know that where 
we see our brothers and sisters hungry, thirsty, or naked we must 
minister to them, and so minister to Our Lord Jesus Christ himself. 
 
 
 
 
 
Most Rev Issam John Darwish 
Melkite Greek Catholic Archbishop  
of Zahlé and Furzol, Lebanon.

This is a slightly abridged version of the full letter which appears 
in the Executive Summary of Persecuted and Forgotten?

Foreword by 
Archbishop  
Issam John Darwish
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Aid to the Church in Need is 
a Catholic charity which helps 
nurture the Faith around the 
world and supports Christian 
communities where there is 
oppression or persecution.

Since our last Report in 2015, the situation 
for Christians in many countries has 
deteriorated beyond all recognition – 
especially in Syria and Iraq.

Although UK Christians are now much 
more aware of injustices against their 
brothers and sisters, when giving talks 
and appeals I still meet people who are 
genuinely shocked to learn of the nature 
and scale of Christian persecution today.

Dear Friends

The full report, 
Persecuted and 
Forgotten? A Report 
on Christians 
oppressed for their 
Faith 2015–2017, is 
available online only 
at ww.acnuk.org/
persecuted
Persecuted But Never 
Forgotten is also 
available for download.

To help us wake up to the reality, I hope 
this booklet will give you a flavour of the 
urgent material and spiritual needs of 
Christians today and encourage you and 
parishes, schools, universities and groups 
to commit to prayer-action.

Drawing on respected research and 
personal testimony from Aid to the 
Church in Need’s Persecuted and 
Forgotten? A Report on Christians 
oppressed for their Faith 2015–2017, 
the inspirational courage and heroism 
of Christians shines out from the stories 
in this booklet – families forced from their 
homes, losing everything; families split 
up – loved ones missing; young people 
bravely defending their faith; elderly 
people faithfully enduring. 

Christian communities in need cry out 
to us for help and solidarity and in turn, 

bless us for our compassion. I do hope that 
these stories will inspire you and renew and 
strengthen you in your own faith.

Neville Kyrke-Smith
National Director, ACN (UK)

Neville Kyrke-Smith, with Archbishop Bashar Warda, seeing ACN’s help for displaced families in Erbil, Iraq.
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Facts about persecuted Christians today

In Iraq’s Nineveh 
Plains, 12,970 
homes were 
damaged or 
destroyed in 
Christian towns 
and villages by 
Daesh (ISIS).  
www. acnuk.org/
persecuted/iraq

In Saudi Arabia, there are no 
churches as they are forbidden. 
www. acnuk.org/persecuted/saudi-arabia

In Nigeria’s 
Maiduguri diocese, 
Islamist Boko 
Haram mass 
killing and other 
violence caused 
1.8 million to be 
displaced and left 
5,000 widows and 
15,000 orphans.  
www. acnuk.org/
persecuted/nigeria

Every two years Aid to the Church in Need produces its Persecuted and Forgotten? report, examining 
the situation of Christians experiencing some form of persecution or oppression in key countries. 
The latest Persecuted and Forgotten? report covering July 2015 to July 2017 shows that while Christianity 
is not the only persecuted religious group, it is almost certainly the most persecuted faith group – 
and ever-increasing numbers of Christians are experiencing the very worst forms of persecution.

In Eritrea, within one month – May 2017 
– 122 Christians were arrested during 
a government crackdown. 33 women were 
jailed in a prison notorious for torture.  
www. acnuk.org/persecuted/eritrea

In India, 365 anti-Christian incidents 
were recorded during 2016 – 10 people 
were killed, 145 were beaten and 
physically assaulted and 34 women  
– including nuns – were raped.  
www. acnuk.org/persecuted/india

In Turkey, over the past five years at least 
100 church properties have been seized. 
www. acnuk.org/persecuted/turkey

In China, more than 2,000 churches and 
crosses were demolished within just 12 
months up to and including April 2016.  
www.acnuk.org/persecuted/china

www. acnuk.org/persecuted
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An eradication of Christians, and other 
minorities, was – and still is – the specific and 
stated objective of extremist groups at work 
in Iraq, Syria, northern Nigeria and elsewhere 
in the Middle East and North Africa region. 

•	 Daesh (ISIS), and groups allied to it such 
as Boko Haram in Nigeria, were the main 
drivers of this genocide. 

•	 In Iraq, the exodus of Christians has been 
so severe that Christianity is on course 
to all but disappear within three years 
unless there is dramatic improvement. 

•	 Failure by world governments to try 
and stop the genocide represented 
a significant setback for suffering 
Christians and other minorities. 

•	 Attacks on Christians in the Philippines 
in the spring and summer of 2017 give 
rise to speculation that East Asia is now 
a new target for Daesh.

Genocide in the Middle 
East and North Africa

What are the problems facing Christians?

Rising violence

Around the world, Christians have 
suffered increased violence and 
oppression as a result of a rise in 
religious nationalism. 

•	 In India, persecution has risen 
sharply since the rise to power of 
the Hindutva right-wing nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party. 

•	 Pakistan’s Government was 
increasingly reluctant or unable 
to tackle the apparent growth 
of intolerant Islam in society. 

•	 In countries such as Sudan, 
the threat was mainly from a 
repressive Islamist government. 

Communism

Communist countries continue to 
closely restrict religious practice and 
the penalties for believers who refuse 
to follow the state’s vision can be severe:

•	 In China, an ongoing campaign of 
removing crosses and destroying 
Church property which began in 
Zhejiang Province has spread to 
neighbouring Henan and Anhui. 

•	 Some regional authorities banned 
Christmas trees and greetings cards. 

•	 In worst-offending North Korea, 
“unspeakable atrocities” against 
Christians include:

•	 Forced abortion.
•	 Faithful being hung on crosses 

over a fire.
•	 Being crushed under a steamroller. 
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Religious freedom – as enshrined 
in the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights – is your right 
to practise your faith and live 
according to your conscience.

The search for spiritual meaning and a 
relationship with God is a deep-seated 
and many would say a God-given impulse. 
Faith brings meaning and hope to 
countless millions of people worldwide 
and the positive fruits of faith can be seen 
everywhere, in important art, in hospitals, 
schools and universities, and works of 

charity which strive to create a peaceful, 
just and tolerant world. 

But intolerance is on the rise. Secularism 
increasingly sidelines faith in public life, 
silencing voices of conscience and dissent. 
Some governments, supposedly committed 
to religious freedom, routinely harass and 
ill-treat faith communities who they see as a 
challenge to their authority. In the Middle East 
and parts of Africa, religious intolerance has 
taken on a very ugly face, where Christians 
and minority groups have been forced to flee 
for their lives. Extremist violence has now 
exploded onto our UK streets – so it is no 

longer someone else’s problem; this issue 
aff ects us all – right here and right now.

To counter religious intolerance, we call on 
Christians and all people of faith to condemn 
acts of religiously motivated violence and to 
respect and tolerate each others’ traditions. 

We call on Christians and others to Stand 
Up for Faith and Freedom in solidarity 
with our suff ering brothers and sisters and 
to safeguard our own rights, now and for 
generations to come. Please read the stories, 
please pray for those suff ering, and please 
make their stories more widely known.

Why is religious freedom 
relevant to me?

Main picture: This Christian girl is one of thousands of displaced Christians who sought shelter 
in Erbil, Iraq aft er they were driven out of their homes by Daesh (ISIS). Inset: Archbishop Jean 
Arcbach shows icons defaced by Islamist militants among Syria’s opposition forces.
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In the Middle East 
and parts of Africa... 
Christians and minority 
groups have been forced 
to flee for their lives.

The Sacred Heart Church in Telkef on Iraq’s Nineveh Plains, which were seized by Daesh (ISIS).
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EGYPT:  At least 28 Coptic Orthodox 
pilgrims were killed and 23 others wounded 
as they travelled to the Monastery of 
St Samuel the Confessor in Mina Province 
on Friday 26th May 2017. Members of Daesh 
(ISIS) started taking pilgrims off  the buses 
one by one and shot them dead when they 
refused to renounce Christianity and make 
the Islamic declaration of faith. They then 
opened fire on those left  on the buses.

IRAN:  Christian converts Pastor Yousef 
Nadarkhani, Mohammadreza Omidi, 
Yasser Mossayebzadeh and Saheb Fadaie 
were sentenced to 10 years in prison for 
“acting against national security” on 
6th July 2017. During the hearing, Judge 
Abolghasem Salavati, head of 15th Branch 
of the Revolutionary Court, stated in open 
court that “Christians make foolish claims.” 

Targeted for their Faith around the world
The converts were arrested on 13th May 
2016 as security service agents carried 
out searches of Christian homes in Rasht, 
the capital city of Gilan Province. Mr 
Omidi, Mr Mossayebzadeh and Mr Fadaie 
appealed against an additional sentence 
of 80 lashes, handed down for drinking 
wine during a celebration of the Eucharist.

INDIA:  Seventy-six Christian converts 
were forcibly reconverted to Hinduism 
in Odisha State in February 2016. 
They came from 21 poor tribal families. 
Praveen Togadia, international working 
president of Vishwa Hindu Parishad 
(Hindu World Council), claimed the 
organisation had reconverted more than 
500,000 Christians and 250,000 Muslims 
in the past decade through its Ghar Wapsi 
(“home coming”) ceremonies.

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
those who cannot freely 
practise their Faith and 
are in danger of violence 
or death because of what 
they believe. Lord Jesus, 
Son of God, have mercy 
on them all. Most holy 
Mary, pray for them.

Catholics standing in front of a church destroyed in the 2008 anti-Christian attacks in India’s Odisha State.
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In China, Aid to the Church in Need 
is helping by supporting priests and 
members of religious communities 
who face punishment for their 
faithfulness to Christ.

To read more about the problems 
facing Christians in China please visit 
www.acnuk.org/persecuted/china

China’s authorities try to control the activities of religious groups closely. Christians are supposed to worship in 
off icial churches sanctioned by the government: these operate in accordance with Communist Party principles – 
but many belong to ‘underground churches’. Priests are oft en detained by police for no apparent reason. In 2016 
a renewed crackdown on unoff icial groups began. There has been an ongoing campaign against more than 2,000 
church buildings, from the removal of external crosses to the demolition of entire churches.

APRIL 2016  Ding Cuimei died aft er being pushed into a pit by a bulldozer and then 
buried alive by members of a demolition team in the country’s central Henan province. 
She had been protesting over the scheduled demolition of her church. Her husband 
Pastor Li Jiangong was also buried but managed to dig his way out. 

APRIL 2017  Five Christians in north-western Xinjiang Province were jailed for 
between three and five years for holding a Bible study. They were charged with illegal 
assembly and “gathering a crowd to disturb public order” aft er a Bible study attended 
by more than 50 Christians was held at the home of one of the defendants.

JUNE 2017  Bishop Peter Shao Zhumin of Wenzhou was taken into police custody 
when he flew in to Wenzhou Airport. Bishop Shao is part of the underground Catholic 
Church, which is not recognised by the government. Authorities have previously held 
him for prolonged periods to persuade him to join the off icial church. 

China
Prayer vigil in Hong Kong, commemorating the 25th anniversary of the Tiananmen Square massacre.
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PAKISTAN:  On the night of 15th September 
2016 seven hard-line Muslims burst into the 
Masih family’s home near Kasur, eastern 
Pakistan with guns and rods, beating members 
of the Christian family. The intruders dragged 
17-year-old Jameela and 20-year-old Arif 
into a van parked outside of the home. They 
were taken to a large house, where they were 
tortured. Arif heard his sister screaming and 
was told that men were taking turns to rape 
his sister and to save her all he had to do was 
convert to Islam – but he refused. He eventually 
escaped through an open door while no one 
was looking. It took Arif hours to return home, 
walking most of the way. Police refused to start 
an investigation. Up to 700 Christian girls in 
Pakistan are kidnapped every year.

Young people suff ering for their Faith 
around the world

IRAQ:  16-year-old Ismail described 
how Daesh threatened to kill him if he 
refused to convert to Islam aft er they 
seized Bartella, the village where he 
lived on the Nineveh Plains. Thrown into 
jail for not converting, he described his 
incarceration: “One day a Shi‘a [Muslim] 
was shot right in front of me. The terrorists 
told me: ‘If you do not convert to Islam, 
we will shoot you as well’. That is when 
I ‘converted’ to Islam. From that time on, 
we concealed that we were Christians.” 
But they found he was still secretly wearing 
a cross around his neck and he was beaten. 
He eventually escaped Daesh when the 
Nineveh Plains were liberated by Iraqi 
army forces.

Aft er escaping Daesh, 
Ismail was looked 
aft er in Erbil by our 
Iraqi Church partners 
who, thanks to ACN 
benefactors’ generosity, 
provided essential aid for 
Christians touched by the 
malice of Daesh.

Eritrean refugees in Ethiopia. Up to 250,000 Eritreans have fled every year for various reasons – including a clampdown on religious groups.
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The country’s blasphemy laws were introduced to protect the Islamic Faith from defamation – but currently harsh 
penalties mean anyone defacing the Qur’an can receive a sentence of life imprisonment and insulting the Muslim 
Prophet Mohammed carries a mandatory death sentence. Accusations of blasphemy are oft en used for personal 
gain – and emotive reactions can lead to those accused receiving rough justice without trial. Members of minority 
faiths, like Christianity, are oft en treated as second-class citizens.

SEPTEMBER 2015  22-year-old Christian woman Nabila Bibi was abducted by four men in front 
of her mother and sister in Pattoki, Punjab province. She subsequently ‘voluntarily converted’ to Islam 
and married a Muslim man. Police refused to register a complaint from her father, stating the attackers 
had already told them that his daughter had voluntarily changed her faith and got married.

MARCH 2016  A suicide bomber struck in Lahore’s Gulshan-i-Iqbal Park on Easter Sunday. Many 
of the Park’s visitors that aft ernoon were Christians celebrating Easter – but members of all faiths 
were caught up in the blast which killed 74 people and injured 340. Of the dead, 24 (32 percent) were 
Christians, which is disproportionately high, as they are barely two percent of Pakistan’s population. 

JUNE 2017  A Christian man died aft er doctors at Sindh Province’s Civil Hospital refused to treat him. 
The Sanitary worker Irfan Masih, 30, was rushed to hospital aft er he was pulled out of a drain where 
he had been unblocking a sewer. His brother Pervez, who accompanied him to the hospital, claimed 
excuses for not examining included the Ramadan fast and the fact that Mr Masih was covered in “filth”. 

Pakistan

In Pakistan, Aid to the Church in Need 
is supporting communities whose 
lives have been devastated by violence 
or persecution.

To read more about the problems 
facing Christians in Pakistan please visit 
www.acnuk.org/persecuted/pakistan
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Archbishop Sebastian Shaw visiting victims of the Easter Day attack in Lahore’s Gulshan-i-Iqbal Park.
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NIGERIA:  On Christmas Eve 2016, 
11 people were killed when Fulani 
herdsmen attacked the Christian village 
of Goska in Kaduna State. The attack, 
which left  several houses razed to the 
ground, took place in spite of a curfew 
being in place. Governor Nasir Ahmad 
El-Rufai condemned the attack, 
describing it as inhumane and the 
handiwork of forces of darkness.

SUDAN:  Elder Younan Abdulla was 
stabbed to death in April 2017 while 
protesting against the sale of church land 
at the Evangelical Presbyterian Church’s 
school in Omdurman, Sudan. 

Killed for their Faith 
around the world

INDIA:  A Christian schoolgirl was gang-
raped and killed following her family’s 
refusal to renounce their Faith. The 
14-year-old’s body was found in the forest 
in Kondagaon district, Chhattisgarh State 
on July 22nd 2016. “When the family refused 
to give up their faith in Christ the villagers 
boycotted them, but the family did not give 
in”, said their minister A K Netam. “But in the 
past three years, the pressure on the family 
was so much to quit Christianity, but they 
were adamant to continue in their faith” 
he says, adding “the killing could be part 
of a revengeful act”.

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
all those around the 
world who could be killed 
because of intolerance or 
extremism. Jesus, King 
of Martyrs, have mercy 
on those in danger of death.

Burial of the Christians killed by Islamist extremists among opposition forces in Sadad, Syria aft er they seized the village. 45 villagers were killed.
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As extremist group Daesh (ISIS) swept across the Nineveh Plains in the north of Iraq in late 2014, thousands were driven 
from their homes – but minority groups including Christians and Yazidis were targeted by them, and women from both 
groups have been forced into sexual slavery. Daesh carried out the systematic desecration of churches, smashing altars, 
statues and saints’ tombs. Christians were oft en given the stark choice of converting to Islam or being killed. Some 
governments have recognised these crimes against religious minorities as genocide.

NOVEMBER 2015  Religious groups protested aft er a new law was passed through parliament 
forcing children from minority faiths to become Muslims if their father converted to Islam or 
their mother married a Muslim. Chaldean Patriarch Raphael I called the law “unacceptable”. 
The legislation was later revised aft er minorities appealed to the president.

JANUARY 2016  Photographs showed Iraq’s oldest Christian monastery had been razed to the ground 
by extremist group Daesh. Founded in the late sixth century, it had been damaged during the 2003 
invasion of Iraq. Chaldean monk, Father Dankha Issa, told Aid to the Church in Need: “St Elijah’s Monastery 
in Mosul was a symbol of the Christian presence in Iraq. The fact that it has been destroyed is terrible.” 

JANUARY 2017  Elderly Christian widow Zarefa revealed that she had been forced at gun point to 
spit on a cross by a Daesh fighter. She said: “I said to myself, ‘Oh, the Cross! I am weak, I will spit on 
you. But Lord, I ask you to take revenge for me. I cannot escape from this.’” In another incident a gun 
was put to her head and she was told she would be killed if she did not convert to Islam.

Iraq

In Iraq, Aid to the Church in Need has 
been supporting more than 10,000 
displaced Christian families who fled 
from their homes by providing food, 
shelter and other essentials.

To find out more about the assault 
on Iraq’s Christians please visit 
www.acnuk.org/persecuted/iraq

A Christian holds the head of a statue in St Addai’s Church, Karemles, which was decapitated by Daesh (ISIS) aft er they seized Iraq’s Nineveh Plains.
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INDIA:  Two masked men entered the room where 
a nun was sleeping at the Medicare centre in Raipur 
and tied her hands and feet to the bed before gang-
raping her. In January 2017 a court in Chhattisgarh 
acquitted the two young men of raping the 
48-year-old from the Salesian Missionaries of 
Mary Immaculate due to “lack of evidence”. 

NIGERIA:  Rebecca and her children were seized 
by Boko Haram. She was forced to marry a Boko 
Haram fighter, but refused to sleep with him. She 
was flogged with 98 strokes every day. Eventually 
they threw her youngest son Jonathan into Lake 
Chad. She presumes he drowned. Finally thrown 
in a pit, aft er some days she was very weak and 
the Boko Haram man forced himself upon her. 

Women suff ering for their Faith 
around the world

Aft er giving birth to a boy, her new “husband” 
planned to sell her to another man, but she 
managed to escape when the Boko Haram 
fighters left  the camp to carry out raids. Walking 
for over three weeks through the forest she 
found her way back to the city of Maiduguri, 
carrying her surviving son and the new baby. 

But when she arrived home she found that 
her real husband had given her up for dead 
and was preparing to marry a new wife. He 
called off  the wedding, but found the new 
situation diff icult to deal with – especially the 
new baby. But Rebecca and her real husband 
renewed their marriage vows, and are facing 
the future with hope.

With ACN help, Maiduguri 
Diocese has given help – 
including clothing, shelter, 
food, medical aid – to 
more than 7,500 displaced 
persons like Rebecca and her 
family who were driven out 
of their homes by extremists. 

A woman from Bamenda Diocese, Cameroon carrying her child in a basket on her back.
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Witness of Faith: 
Sister Annie and her 
team in Syria
Aleppo in northern Syria has suff ered from a rain of destruction as devastating bombardments from both government and rebel troops 
have destroyed the city. But throughout the fighting Sister Annie and her team of helpers have remained in the city, helping around 600 
families with clothing, food or anything else they need to survive. Shelling has devastated the Christian quarter – it is said by Aleppo’s 
Christians that the rebels have deliberately targeted them – and Sister Annie has not been immune. Aft er one heavy shelling Sister Annie 
told Aid to the Church in Need: “Yesterday, a shell fell under our kitchen and by the providence of the Lord we were saved. Only most 
of our windows are broken.”

Elias and his wife are among those being looked aft er by Sister Annie and her team. Aft er Elias struck an armed Daesh (ISIS) fighter 
smashing up his home, he was imprisoned and tied to a cross hand and foot. Aft er a month he was told his throat would be slit. He was 
only saved when a plane dropped a bomb on the complex where he was being held – and he fled Raqqa in northern Syria with his wife, 
seeking shelter in Aleppo. Thanks to Sister Annie’s team of helpers the couple are receiving everything they need, a home, food, clothes, 
medicine, heating, electricity and water. Elias said: “God delivered us from evil and brought us to safety. We came here with nothing but 
now our hearts are full of gratitude for what you are doing to support our every need.”

Sister Annie visiting a displaced Christian family from Aleppo being cared for in Damascus.

Sister Annie of the Sisters of Jesus and Mary 
remained in Syria to oversee aid provision for 
those aff ected by war and religious extremism.
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Persecuted 
Christians 
Need You 

In recent years, Christians in Syria, 
Iraq and Nigeria have endured great 
suffering due to war, upheaval and 
targeted extremist attacks. Sadly 
they feel invisible and think that 
the world neither knows nor cares 
about them. In Lebanon and Jordan, 
Christian refugees fear to go to the 
UN Camps, and in Syria and Nigeria 
too, where Christians continue to live 
in fear, they turn to the Church for 
comfort and support. 

In 2014, Daesh (ISIS) captured Mosul, Iraq, 
giving Christians three choices: ‘Convert; 
Pay the Jizyah Tax; Face the Sword.’ Over a 
48-hour period, 120,000 people fled for their 
lives and since then, Aid to the Church in Need 
benefactors have provided just under half 
of all emergency aid to help them survive. 

Now that Daesh is in retreat in Syria and Iraq, 
hope is on the horizon with Christians now 
beginning to return to their homes and villages. 
However, until displaced Christians – in the 
Middle East, Nigeria, Sudan and other countries 
– can fend for themselves, they need urgent help 
with basics: food, water, shelter, clothes and 
medicine. Could your parish and networks reach 
out to these families in their time of need and 
help keep Christ present in these troubled times?
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Before it was desecrated by Daesh (ISIS), St Addai’s was the largest church in Karemles on Iraq’s Nineveh Plains.
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What has 
Christian 
Persecution 
got to do with me?

In the Middle East and around the world, 
huge numbers of Christians today are enduring 
the loss of their homes, their livelihood, their liberty 
and even their life for their faithfulness to Christ.

These are normal people with families and lives, 
hopes and aspirations, but when put to the test, 
they do not deny Christ. What would we do in 
similar situations? 

As a matter of human rights, it is important that we 
should speak out for all who are in danger because 
of their peacefully held beliefs.

But for Christians, there is an urgent spiritual 
dimension too. Christ has many enemies today 
who fear his message and want to see his flock 
scattered and the faithful broken and disheartened 
by attacks against his people, his churches and his 
communities. Others denigrate his name and seek 
to erase God from the public space.

Must Christ be crucified again and again for us? It is up 
to us to endeavour to repay his eternal sacrifice by 
rallying round and standing up for him and for the 
faithful – wherever they are – and, in the words of Aid 
to the Church in Need’s founder, Fr Werenfried van 
Straaten “Drying the tears of God, wherever He weeps.”

Blessed are you when men revile you 
and persecute you and utter all kinds 
of evil against you falsely on my account. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for so men persecuted 
the prophets who were before you.                   
Matthew 5:11–12

Drying the tears of God, 
wherever He weeps

Church of the Immaculate Conception, Qaraqosh on Iraq’s Nineveh 
Plains shortly aft er its liberation from Daesh (ISIS).
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Your Faith - 
their future

£60 can provide a survival pack 
– food, blankets and medicine – 
for Christian families escaping 
from violence and oppression.

A gift  of £46 can feed a displaced 
family in Iraq for one month with 
a food parcel including:

•	 Milk powder
•	 10kg rice
•	 800g tomato paste
•	 5 litres cooking oil
•	 4 cans of fish
•	 6kg dried beans
•	 5kg sugar

•	 Noodles
•	 4 packs of chicken
•	 Fresh vegetables
•	 5 packs of cheese
•	 5kg wheat
•	 5kg oats

ONLINE:

TEL:  

POST:  

 www.acnuk.org/donate

 020 8642 8668 

   Department PBNF17 
Aid to the Church in Need, 
12 – 14 Benhill Avenue, 
Sutton, Surrey SM1 4DA

Aid to the Church in Need can only help 
the persecuted and suff ering Church with 
the prayers, kindness and generosity of our 
benefactors. Can you help one or more families? 
Even a small gift  from you, your parish, school 
or group will make a huge diff erence to rebuild 
the lives of traumatised families. 

Feed a family for £46

A displaced Christian family driven from their homes by Daesh (ISIS) sheltering in Erbil, Iraq.

Church volunteers oversee food distribution for displaced families in Erbil, northern Iraq.

TO MAKE A GIFT:
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Aid to the Church in Need is a worldwide family founded 
on love for the suffering Church. Thanks to your generous 
support we are able to fund over 5,000 projects in over 140 
countries each year. These include practical support for 
seminarians and Sisters, Mass Stipends for poor priests and 
help with transport. We also construct churches and chapels, 
proclaim God’s Word through our Child’s Bibles, publications, 
media initiatives and through the YOUCAT Foundation. In recent 
years we have played a pivotal role in providing emergency aid 
for refugees – especially in Syria, Iraq and Nigeria.

In the UK, with the support of our benefactors and parish 
volunteers, we are able to give a voice to persecuted Christians.

Aid to the  
Church in Need  
– a family of hope – 
a mission of love 
THANKS TO YOU
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Aid to the Church in Need is a Catholic charity 
and a Pontifical Foundation of the Catholic Church. 
We were founded at the end of World War II by 
Fr Werenfried van Straaten, a Dutch Norbertine 
priest, in response to a call for reconciliation by 
Pope Pius XII. Fr Werenfried’s ‘rucksack priest’ and 
‘chapel truck’ initiatives to help displaced refugees in 
Germany developed into a worldwide outreach to the 
suffering Church, consecrated to Our Lady of Fatima. 
Today there are 23 national offices. Our UK base is 
in Sutton, Surrey, with offices in Motherwell and 
Lancaster and an Information Centre in Walsingham. 
Our regional Area Secretaries make parish appeals and 
our growing team of volunteer Parish Representatives 
promote ACN’s prayer and action priorities in their own 
parishes. Using ACN resources, universities, schools 
and youth groups support us in increasing numbers.
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Aid the Church in Need is 
a worldwide mission of love, 
supported by young and old from 
diff erent countries and cultures, 
bound together in faith – One Body 
in Christ. Join us by pledging your 
prayers and your action.

Get Informed and make your 
pledges – www.acnuk.org

Will you share stories of courage and faith 
by sharing our news and social media posts? 
By keeping in touch, using our resources and 
inviting ACN speakers, you can help give a 
voice to persecuted Christians and encourage 
prayer and support in your community. 

Go to Mass for someone 
who cannot

Many Christians – especially those who 
are kidnapped or prevented by domestic 

Together in Faith
servitude – are not able to receive the 
comfort of the Sacraments. As a beautiful 
gift  of spiritual solidarity, would you have 
Mass off ered or go to an additional Mass 
for someone who cannot?

“Let us off er this Mass for our 
martyrs, for those who are now 
suff ering, for the Churches that 
suff er, who do not have liberty. 
And let us thank the Lord for being 
present with the strength of the 
Holy Spirit in these our brothers 
and sisters who today are bearing 
witness to him.”                 Pope Francis

Pray the Rosary for Peace 

A Bishop in Nigeria, in an area terrorised 
by Boko Haram, received a vision in 
which Jesus off ered him a sword, which 
transformed into a Rosary. Would you 
pledge decades of the Rosary for peace 
in our world and for a change of heart 
by extremists?

#RedWednesday
Each November you, your parish, 
school or group can shine a light 
on injustice by joining ACN’s 
#RedWednesday – Stand Up for 
Faith and Freedom campaign. 
Just wear red. Light your 
church or building red and join 
us in prayer, in solidarity with 
persecuted Christians and others. 

For details: 
www.acnuk.org/redwednesday

 www.acnuk.org  facebook.com/acnuk @acn_uk

A parish prepares for #RedWednesday.ACN benefactors at the charity’s annual Westminster Event.

Westminster Cathedral lit up red.
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 020 8642 8668  acn@acnuk.org



 | 23

Let us Pray
PRAYER FOR PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS 

Father in Heaven, you make your sun shine 
on good and bad alike.
Your Son Jesus Christ died for us all 
and in his glorious Resurrection 
he still retains the five wounds of his Passion.
With his divine power he now sustains 
all those who suff er persecution and martyrdom
for the sake of their fidelity to the faith of the Church.
May persecuted Christians around the world remain, 
like Mary, their Mother, together at the foot of the 
cross of Christ the Martyr.
Comfort those menaced by violence 
and those oppressed by uncertainty.
May your Holy Spirit of love
make fruitful the witness and the blood
of those who die forgiving.
Amen.

We are aff licted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, 
but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; 
struck down, but not destroyed. 2 Corinthians 4: 8–9 

How many people are being persecuted 
because of their faith, forced to abandon their 
homes, their places of worship, their lands, 
their loved ones! They are persecuted and 
killed because they are Christians. Those who 
persecute them make no distinction between 
the religious communities to which they belong.

I ask you: how many of you pray for persecuted 
Christians? Do it with me that they may be 
supported by the prayers and material help 
of all the Churches and communities.
Source: Pope Francis’s prayer intentions for March 2017 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kL9L3FPCqvI)
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Detail from icon showing the 21 Coptic martyrs killed by Daesh (ISIS) in Libya in 2015.
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This important booklet, aimed at Christians 
everywhere, sets out current and compelling 
information about the situation facing millions 
of Christians around the world.

It explores why it is our duty to know about the 
persecution and oppression of Christians today 
and asks challenging questions, such as ‘Why is 
religious freedom relevant to me in my own faith 
journey?’ and ‘What should the Christian response 
to religious persecution be?’

This booklet is a concise and readable introduction 
to this difficult topic and a signpost to a wealth 
of written, film and audio analysis and testimony 
from around the world.

Ideal as a handbook for personal, parish, school 
and group use, it contains a wide range of practical 
suggestions to enable each of us to demonstrate 
our solidarity in the most appropriate way to us.

Suitable: Age 15+

12-14 Benhill Avenue, Sutton, Surrey SM1 4DA 		•		 Tel: 020 8642 8668
Aid to the Church in Need is a Pontifical Foundation of the Catholic Church  
and a registered charity in England and Wales (1097984) and Scotland (SC040748)
Designed	by	Helen	Anderson			•			Printed	by	Blackmore,	Dorset	SP7	8PX.	
All Bible quotations from Revised Standard Version (Catholic Edition).

©Aid to the Church in Need 2017 www.acnuk.org

The attacks on Christians continue and the world remains 
totally silent. It’s as if we’ve been swallowed up by the night.

A Christian, Iraq


