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gives an inner unity to the Bible and is the
key to interpreting all the Sacred Scriptures.
In the person of Jesus the Word of God
takes flesh and in doing so breaks through
the bounds of human thinking. Only when
we have the confidence that the Gospel is
describing the real Jesus for us do the
Scriptures open themselves up to us as the
wonderful history of the divine plan of
Salvation.
“For the Word of God is alive and active,

and sharper than any two-edged sword”
(Hebrews 4:12). The Word of God stands
in judgement over political manifestos, re-
futes ideologies, and penetrates the very
movements of our hearts. “The Bible is a
book like fire”, says Pope Francis in his
preface to the YOUCAT Youth Bible. And
he quotes Mahatma Gandhi as saying: “You
Christians look after a document containing
enough dynamite to blow all civilisation to
pieces, turn the world upside down, and
bring peace to a battle-torn planet. But you

The Bible is a book of superlatives. It is the
most translated, the most widely published,
most widely purchased and also most
widely read book in the world. And yet it is
much more than just a book that one reads
once and then leaves on the bookshelf to
gather dust. The Bible speaks about God,
but above all it is about God speaking to us
– the Word of God to us. In the Holy Scriptures
God is speaking personally to
me, as though in a text message
or, still more beautifully, in a
love letter. Who would not want
to receive a letter or a message
directly from God?

The Bible was written under the inspiration
of the Holy Spirit. Of course, the authors of
the various books of the Bible were people
of their own times and used the language
of the time to express the divine truths.
Therefore, the texts have to be read in
their own historical and cultural context.
Nonetheless, the faith of the Church en-
ables us to perceive that, beneath the many
different textual layers of the writing, there
is something greater than just a literary
work. Our faith in Jesus, the Son of God,

treat it as though it were nothing more than
a piece of literature.” This is true, and it is
because of the dynamic power of the
Scriptures that Christians in many countries
are persecuted, imprisoned and put to
death, simply for possessing a Bible or
proclaiming the Word of God.

Dear Friends, nobody would die just for a
book – but they might for a declaration of
love! So let us once more give the Holy

Bible an honoured place in our
homes, let us read it often and
pray with its help. The more we
treasure the words of God, like
Mary, and ponder them in our
hearts – and then put them into
practice – the more the meaning

of the Scriptures will be opened to us and
we will recognise ever more deeply the
fullness of God’s love for us. 

With my grateful prayers and blessings, 

Fr Martin Maria Barta
Ecclesiastical Assistant

“What would happen were we to treat the Bible as we treat our mobile phone? 
Were we to open it several times a day; were we to read God’s messages 

contained in the Bible as we read telephone messages, what would happen?”
Pope Francis, Angelus message, 5th March 2017
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“Because of the dynamic power
of the Scriptures, Christians in
many countries are persecuted
and put to death.”
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Pope Francis reminds the Church, and
reminds us all, of our missionary vocation.
Sharing the treasure of the Good News
means, more often than not, sharing the
grinding poverty at the peripheries of society.
The Sisters of the Misioneras de Jesus
Verbo y Victima (Missionaries of Jesus Word
and Victim) do just this in areas where there
is a shortage of priests, such as Guasimal in
Cuba, where five Sisters of the congregation
minister to 30 remote rural villages. For
decades now, the hostile, anti-Christian
communist regime has sown the seeds of

poverty and despair, and now the sects are
springing up everywhere, finding an easy
prey in suffering souls thirsting for God.
There is also the devastating plague of
alcohol. 

The five Sisters of the congregation are
bringing the light of the Gospel to this area
and to the 9,000 souls waiting for them.
They are constantly on the road, covering
the journeys of over 12 miles between the
villages in a 25-year-old minibus. They are
aflame with the love of Christ. But they have

no way of supporting themselves financially
in this impoverished area, and as a young
congregation they have no financial reserves
either. Mother Maria Veronica has asked our
help for the cost of food, clothing, water and
electric power, and a small supplement to
cover their travel to the Mother house, so that
they can recharge their spiritual batteries as
well. It comes to £790 per Sister for the en-
tire year. So that “the joy of the Gospel may
reach to the ends of the earth, illuminating
even the fringes of our world” (Evangelii
Gaudium, 288), even the fringes of Cuba. •

Cuba: Aflame with love for Christ

“Declaring the power of salvific suffering, the Apostle Paul says: ‘In my
flesh I complete what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his
body, that is, the Church’.”

So begins Salvifici Doloris, the apostolic letter
on suffering by St John Paul II. Christians
in Egypt are living out St Paul’s words in
their daily lives. They are one of the earliest
Christian communities of all, yet time and
time again they are the targets of murderous
attacks against them. Their churches are
bombed and burned, their young girls
abducted and raped by Islamists. Christians
on the Nile are walking a Way of the Cross
leading them through unknown terrain. Yet
they are determined to stay on in their native
homeland, despite everything. Many of them
even have the courage to profess their faith

openly by having a cross tattooed on their
forearm. For they know that the Gospel
message also embraces the Passion. The
Coptic Catholic patriarchate wants to teach
the true meaning of this suffering and
thereby help the faithful to bear it. Christ is
their example to follow, his passion is the
doorway to redemption. The patriarchate has
asked our help of £3,300 to print 5,000
copies of a Way of the Cross booklet. It will
be given to the faithful in all the churches.
Everyone wants to join in this prayer. They
are praying for the survival of the Church of
the Nile, of the Body of Christ in Egypt. •

Via Crucis on the Nile

Coptic Catholic
children: Egypt is
their homeland,
and where they
want to stay.
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Any donation you kindly give will go to support these, or similar 

Teaching 
the faith:

girls in Cuba
 learning the
catechism.

“Jesus himself was a man from the periphery, from that Galilee far from the power centres of the Roman Empire…
Yet his word was… the start of a spiritual and human revolution, the Good News of a Lord who died and rose for
us. And we want to share this treasure!”



3projects, and enable the pastoral work of Aid to the Church in Need.

Fr Majeed with burnt books from 
St George’s Church.

146 displaced Christian families that
sought shelter in Erbil have now
returned home to Qaraqosh. They
were driven out by Daesh, who
destroyed 6,700 homes in the city.

Fr Majeed Hazem Attalla told us that he was
delighted when families asked him to bless
their homes before they moved in. A few
families managed to restore their homes
where the damage had not been too great –
but most have been repaired by the ACN-
backed Nineveh Reconstruction Committee,
set up by the local Churches.Thanks to your
generosity many families have already been
able to return home.
Fr Majeed told us: “Every Sunday at 6pm we
celebrate Mass in St John’s Church. Every
Friday we teach catechism in St Jacob’s

Home at long last
Church... I visit every day the soldiers of
Nineveh Plains Protection Units who are
protecting the town”.
But there are still huge challenges facing
Christians from Qaraqosh: “We have only
ten transformer stations that are working to
produce power, but we need at least 100.
Some parts of the town do not have a water
supply yet.”
He added: “The Christian families are still a
bit sad. They are waiting for other families
coming back. They do not like to stay alone,
without their neighbours. But I am sure
many other families will come back soon.
Some families are just cleaning their houses
because they are up to return.”
Our campaign to help them return back is
ongoing, and there is still a long way to go.
Please help Iraq’s Christians get home. •

Iraq U
pdate

“And the Word became flesh”, we read in Saint John’s
Gospel. This is a Word with hands and feet, who lives
and gives life. And brings light and healing to every 
corner of the world. 

There is no place where the Word cannot
make a difference. Those working in
the prison apostolate in Brazil
have seen the power of the Word for
themselves. “Love never fails”, says Fr
Valdir João. “Loving concern and respect
always succeed, even though it sometimes
doesn’t seem that way.” And Fr Valdir has
experienced this first hand, coordinating
the prison outreach in São Paulo. Brazil’s
prisons are truly dark places, places without
hope. But the Good News of the Gospel
brings many prisoners a glimmer of light,
of inner freedom. And conversions do hap-
pen behind bars when they are touched by
the Word. One thing that helps the pastoral
visitors in their work is the magazine

Mundo e Missão. The stories in it touch the
hearts of many inmates. One of them
writes: “I thank God when this magazine
arrives. I pray with every page.” Another

says thank you for the “tough report
about the prisons. It is all true; we are

living it”. The prisoners can’t afford
to subscribe, so you are helping,
with £6,900, so that Fr Valdir

and the other pastoral visitors can
pay for 250 copies. Sadly, it is little

more than a drop in the ocean among the
600,000 prisoners in the system, even
though every copy passes through a dozen
hands. But each issue brings light into these
dark corners, each word does its work,
sowing seeds of healing and salvation. •

“I pray with
every page”

Behind bars: yearning for a better life.

Moving stories: 
Mundo e Missão is 
bringing light into 
the risons.
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Johannes 
Freiherr
Heereman,
Executive President, 
ACN (International)

Dear Friends, 
Ever since that first Pentecost we have
known that languages are no barrier
to the spread of the Good News. Of
course not all of us can speak “in
many tongues”, but the translations
of our Child’s Bible, Little Catechism
and other religious books into so
many different languages and dialects
are undoubtedly smoothing the path
to the understanding of the Gospel
message.
There is a book that speaks one 
particular language, the language of
youth: the YOUCAT catechism. It is
wonderful how many young people
actually love to read it and devour it –
especially at the World Youth Days
where we hand it out by the tens of
thousands. It has already been trans-
lated into many languages and
printed in around 4 million copies.
ACN has assumed overall sponsor-
ship of this worldwide project, and our
work in over 140 countries makes it
easier to disseminate it.
Now several other books have joined
the YOUCAT series, not least the
Book of Books – in the form of a
Youth Bible. Its Good News goes out
to young people in every nation,
including the Arab nations. A great
success, also due to your generosity.
In fact we can even say that, thanks to
you, the Church is still young! 

Need, love and thanks − your letters
An irreplaceable mission 
I am firmly convinced that the building of
churches and the financial support and
training of priests and religious Sisters is
enormously important – particularly in
areas where there is massive persecution
of Christians. It is mission by example,
mission by spreading the Word of Christ,
mission through good works. ACN and
all it does are an irreplaceable part of
this mission. 

A benefactor and friend in Austria 

Rosary booklets for the aboriginal 
peoples 
For the first time in my 14 years living
in this Indigenous township in central
Queensland two of the women wish to
pray the Rosary together every weekday
and I can see many blessings to flow out
of that. 

I’d like to order 10 of your beautiful
2003 booklet “The Rosary” with the 20
Mysteries, scripture, meditations and
prayers. It is just so well done and the
women love it.

From a religious Sister working in
Queensland, Australia 

A donation instead of a party 
My little daughter has just been baptised,
and my husband and I have decided not
to have a christening party but instead to
donate the money we would have spent
on the party for people in need. After all
it is very easy to be Catholics where we
live, isn’t it? It is very important to us to
help other people who are suffering reli-
gious persecution. We are grateful to you
for helping us by steering our donation
to the best purpose. 

A married couple in Brazil 

In Dakar and Medina Diocese in Senegal, 90 percent of the population
are Muslims and just five percent are Christians. And three in every
five people are under 20. Sound catechesis is neeed to ensure spiritual

survival. Fr Raymond
Ndione said “Our
Church is young and
dynamic”. He ad-
heres closely to
Rome’s advice that
catechesis needs to
be appropriate and
strengthen the Faith.
This is exactly what
the 72-page book

Jesus, You Invite Me is and does for 7 to 8-year-old pupils. In many cases
it is the only book they have, and even though it costs less than £1 they
still cannot afford it. So we have promised Fr Raymond £4,000 to cover
the cost of a reprint, so that the pupils can respond to the invitation
of Jesus. 

Jesus, you invite us to come to you
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