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BUILDING A WALL
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Bob is in the living room. It is Monday. 
There are three other family members 
in the living room with him. None of 
them can see him, though they are 
looking towards him and none of them 
is blind. 

Bob is in the living room. It is 
Wednesday. There are three other 
family members in the living room 
with him. They are looking towards 
him can all can see him even though he 
is in the same part of the room he 
was in on Monday. Why is this?



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4SE4Fzd5QCc


Learning Outcomes        
By the end of this lesson I will have:

● Identified and critically evaluated 
the reasons why resistance of 
God can be so easy

● Chosen one example to investigate
● Discussed and explained my 

‘obstacle’ 
● Summarised why the Church is 

God’s love story

Key Words

Materialism, secularism, 
relativism, narcissism, 
resistance, hedonism, 

individualism, minimalism, 
heroism, facade. 

   



Resist, RESISTANCE, 
BARRIERS

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xG2aJa6UyY


Past ‘unanswered’ prayers

Fear

Want to be ‘free’

It’s boring

No evidence

Time

outside 
influences

We often don’t want to pray or be “religious” or more open to God: why is this?

REASONS FOR 
RESISTANCE



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Dmvyv9IKYE






Rate each of the following statements

 1-5
1 - Don’t agree

5 - Strongly agree



The most important philosophy life is:
1. Do what feels good and don’t ask any questions

2. Always exert the minimum effort to get the 
desired results

3. Doing,thinking and being whatever you want 
regardless of whether it corresponds to what is 
real

4. Looking out for yourself



t You will now watch some video 
clips which explain some other 
ways we resist God. You can 
add to your wall as you watch. 



Faulty thinking



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HEQTwz04dqg


Unanswered 
Prayers



“Pray, hope, and don't worry. 
Worry is useless.  

God is merciful and will hear your prayer.” 
(St Pio)



Can’t 
‘see’ God



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RKaQLKwtEQs


1. What does Dr Towey’s radio demonstration show?

2. He says we don’t apply the same criteria to things of faith as 

Discussion starters

we do to other non-material realities. Why do you 
think this is?

3. What does Dr Towey mean by empty space 
within the rock and why is that significant?

4. Why is the Higgs Boson Particle called the ‘God 
Particle?’



No 
Evidence

(video here Anne Webb)



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HvTUklN9be8


1. What did Fr Frankie’s heart feel 
like after Confession?

2. Why did he go in the first place?
3. Why do you Philip Mulryne was 

able to leave his old lifestyle?
4. What do you think Fr Philip and 

Fr Frankie have in common?
5. What do you think Fr Frankie 

means about having your live 
‘animated’?

6. What does the St Mother Teresa 
example show is?

QUESTIONS



“The Idea of Religion”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ycuL3WdMP0


1. Jordan Kelly talks about how what he thought 
‘religion’ was put him off. Do you think this is 
true for many people?

2.
3. He says we can be slaves to the things around 

us. How does this block our relationship with 
God?

4. Some people think that God’s rules are 
restricting. What is Jordan’s response?

5. What does he say the Church offer us?

6. What does Jordan say about love? Why is it 
convincing?



1. Take some time to think of any other things that we 
haven’t covered which may block your openness to a 
relationship with God.

2. Add them to your wall.
3. This is a reflective task, so use the time to think of the

issues which have been discussed so far in these 
lessons.

4. If you do not believe in God or are agnostic, you can think 
of the blocks others may have, or use the exercise to 
consider what stops you living life to the full instead.

 

Reflective TASK:





TASK   

1. In the following video 

you will see how some 

people in Jesus’ 
lifetime put up 

barriers  to him too.

2. 
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3. Why did they block him 

out?  
 4. Who overcame their 

difficulties to meet him?



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=55kcA_VzvNk


1. Why do you think Pilate acted the way he did? Why didn’t he want to sentence 
Jesus? What was his intuition telling him? Why do you think he gave into the 
pressure of the crowd? Why did he say that he ‘washed his hands of it’?

2. What was the difference between the two criminals? What does this situation show 
about Jesus? What was stopping the other criminal from asking Jesus for mercy? 
Why didn’t Jesus push him to do so?

3. What difference had Jesus already made to Mary Magdalene’s life? Why do you think 
she didn’t recognise him when she went to the tomb? What changed? How do you 
think she felt?

4. What mood were the disciples in on the Road to Emmaus when Jesus walked beside 
them? Why did they not recognise them? What was Jesus trying to teach them? 
Where and when did they finally see him as he was? Why is this significant?





Plenary
What word, idea, line, video clip or feeling from this lesson will stay with you?

Why is it good to challenge the way we think and 
go deeper into ideas that matter?

How does the following passage from 
St paul’s letter to the Colossians relate to this lesson?



 

Because that is what he has done. It is he who has rescued us from the ruling force 
of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of the Son that he loves, and in him 
we enjoy our freedom, the forgiveness of sin. He is the image of the unseen God, the 
first-born of all creation, for in him were created all things in heaven and on earth: 
everything visible and everything invisible, thrones, ruling forces, sovereignties, 
powers -all things were created through him and for him. He exists before all things 
and in him all things hold together, and he is the Head of the Body, that is, the 
Church. He is the Beginning, the first-born from the dead, so that he should be 
supreme in every way; because God wanted all fullness to be found in him and 
through him to reconcile all things to him, everything in heaven and everything on 
earth, by making peace through his death on the cross.

Colossians 1:13-20

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4691
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5593
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4691
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5593


What does 
God do 
with the 
walls we 
put up?



PRAYER PRAYER PRAYER PRAYER PRA

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1mQl1pZjN4HCSLHA_ruFw6iaSgIYrd6HQAgacmHqzDwM/edit#slide=id.p


https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B4FXmL1wcXW6Z2xYdzNqeEhDMTQ/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B4FXmL1wcXW6Z2xYdzNqeEhDMTQ/preview

