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By the end of this lesson I will have:

● Researched an area where religious 
persecution is, or has been, taking 
place. 

● Used the ACN presentation to find 
relevant information and video clips.

● Written a three minute speech to the 
UN.

Key Quotes
"I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life; no one comes to the Father, but 

by me.” 
(John 14::6)

“It’s too risky. If the authorities find a 
Christian Bible on my person, they 
will interrogate me, and I will not lie, 

so my new faith would be exposed. I 
do not know how long I can go without 
fellowship, without witness, living a lie.”

Learning Outcomes
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YOUR TASK (30 MINUTES)

 Title: NOW IS THE TIME: Religious Freedom  

Find a real story f
rom the selection

Read it carefully 

Watch any related vi
deo clips 

Write a 3 minute speech (imagine you 

have to deliver it to
 the UN)

Say what needs to happ
en and why



Nigeria: Click 
here for 

presentation

NIGERIA

Rebecca’s story

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1AfQRVapXGipw0rq5-0Y3Cv5pbFpRxBJYf6yfLJJHm70/edit?usp=sharing


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twppNpV1-4g


Nigeria
Nigeria’s Christians have faced increasing persecution and death 
for their faith. In 2013, after their regular Stations of the Cross in 
church and Mass for the Sick, the parish of St Martin’s Church in 
Ganye, Nigeria were aware that the extremist Islamic group Boko 
Haram were approaching the church. The church was soon 
surrounded and taunted by shouts and gunshots The majority of 
parishioners were trapped and unable to escape. In this video, 
Geoffrey Puli, the parish secretary, explains what happened next.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zvvpjy5KFwY


Presentation
Click

The Central African Republic

This is a landlocked country in Central 
Africa. It is bordered by Chad to the north, 
Sudan to the northeast, South Sudan to the 
east, the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
to the south, the Republic of the Congo to 
the southwest and Cameroon to the west. 

The CAR covers a land area of about 
620,000 square kilometres (240,000 sq mi) 
and had an estimated population of around 

4.7 million as of 2014.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1c5lPgen3rIg6Pcbym5ujvwR9pGSgbQ_gR8ndO1yqJAk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1c5lPgen3rIg6Pcbym5ujvwR9pGSgbQ_gR8ndO1yqJAk/edit?usp=sharing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landlocked_country
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sudan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Sudan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_the_Congo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cameroon
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1c5lPgen3rIg6Pcbym5ujvwR9pGSgbQ_gR8ndO1yqJAk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1c5lPgen3rIg6Pcbym5ujvwR9pGSgbQ_gR8ndO1yqJAk/edit?usp=sharing


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UI9hmw2Tass


Those in the refugee camps in 
Erbil, Iraq, have left behind 

everything.  They continue to live 
out their Christian faith in the most 
challenging conditions. Some are 

now returning home to their towns 
and villages but  they do not know 

what they will find. They fled, 
defenseless, for the sole reason 

that they would not deny their love 
for Christ. 

Iraq February 2016 

The Christian children of the St Mary IDP Camp 
Bagdad

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H4KFTZBfKD8


In Syria, a religious named Sister 
Annie described how she 

continued to keep working in 
Aleppo even during the 

increasingly deteriorating situation 
of the bombardment and siege. 

At one point, during a time of 
giving aid to those trapped 

amongst the bombs, she said that 
she “thought it was my last 

moment to live.”  This video gives a 
tiny snapshot of the lives of 
Syrians during the Civil War.

http://www.acnuk.org/the-middle-east#food
http://www.acnuk.org/the-middle-east#food


“There are six Sisters in our 
community. We run the hospital. At 

the beginning of the war, our 
Reverend Mother gave us the 
choice of leaving the country.

“But all of us decided to stay here – 
because it is our job to stand by the 

sick. And their need for us is 
greatest now.”

“I thank Jesus for you, the friends of Aid to 
the Church in Need. You are bringing hope 

to us all in Syria.” 
– Sister Annie Demerjian.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bm08WDzCwCI


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jH-Qf5j7UdA


China
The number of Christians in China 
has grown to overtake the number of 
members of the Communist Party, but 
they still face enormous persecution 
which drives them underground. While 
China’s embrace of capitalism and 
development as a country bring it 
prosperity in some parts, 
“Imprisonment, torture and even 
death” face those who publicly embrace 
their Christian faith. Churches are 
routinely destroyed. 

http://www.acnuk.org/china-
http://www.acnuk.org/china-
http://www.acnuk.org/china-
http://www.acnuk.org/china-
http://www.acnuk.org/china-


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jH-Qf5j7UdA


So secret must the Church be in China that there is little news 
about its persecution and little publicity about the aid work that 
goes on to minister to those practising their faith there.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urlmtbed9x4


Pakistan
Christians are a minority in Pakistan, and extremists use suicide bombs 
to terrorise and drive out the faithful in their churches. In one such 
attack in 2015, Akash Bashir, a 20 year old volunteer guard, told a suicide 
bomber that he would “rather die than let you step over the threshold of 
our church.” Mass was being offered inside the church and Akash ran 
forward to stop the bomber from entering. He lost his life in the 
subsequent blast.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f5MA2NUkjK4


Myanmar/Burma: Christians

Christians amount to less than 1% of the population of Burma, and 
they are the most persecuted and tightly controlled group in the 
country. Burma’s many ethnic groups have lead to civil war and 
human rights atrocities, and their new civilian-led government 
created in 2016 has not been the positive improvement hoped for. 
Christians are restricted and watched, priests are tracked and 
people live “in fear of arrest or torture.”

http://www.acnuk.org/media_library.php/895/the-situation-of-christians-in-myanmarburma
http://www.acnuk.org/media_library.php/895/the-situation-of-christians-in-myanmarburma
http://www.acnuk.org/media_library.php/895/the-situation-of-christians-in-myanmarburma
https://www.hrw.org/asia/burma
http://www.acnuk.org/media_library.php/895/the-situation-of-christians-in-myanmarburma


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oUHSw1Bb5lw


Myanmar/Burma: Muslims
The systematic persecution of minority Muslims 
is on the rise across Myanmar and not just 
confined to the northwestern state of Rakhine, 
where recent violence has sent at least 123,000 
of Rohingya Muslims fleeing to neighbouring 
Bangladesh, a UK-based rights group said.

http://www.aljazeera.com/topics/country/myanmar.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/topics/subjects/rohingya.html


"The transition to democracy has allowed popular prejudices to 
influence how the new government rules, and has amplified a 
dangerous narrative that casts Muslims as an alien presence in 
Buddhist-majority Burma [Myanmar]." 

The Burma Human Rights Network (BHRN) 



“It is unnatural – maybe even wrong – to keep one’s love for 
Jesus entirely to oneself. I cannot tell my wife. Or my 

children. Or my parents. I found Christ in a dream, and only 
He knows I follow him. But I have to, or I’m dead.” - 

Saudi Christian

“It’s too risky. If the authorities find a Christian Bible on my 
person, they will interrogate me, and I will not lie, so my new 

faith would be exposed. I do not know how long I can go 
without fellowship, without witness, living a lie.”



plenary   plenary  plenary    plenary 
plena



PRAYER

Read and pray Psalm 69 together or silently.


