
Aid to the Church in Need 
Nigeria Lent Campaign 2023 – Support Document

‘Whatever you did for the least of my brothers
and sisters, you did for me.’

Matthew 25: 40

1. PowerPoint/Resource Overview
This year’s ‘Lent Campaign’ PowerPoint presentation has been created to support schools in 
developing their understanding the work of ‘Aid to the Church in Need’ (ACN) in general 
terms, with a specific focus on the organisation’s work in supporting persecuted Christian 
communities in Nigeria.  

The PowerPoint is split into three main sections as follows:

 Part One: ACN Introduction – Nigeria Lent Campaign 2023
 Part Two: Collective Worship Template
 Part Three: Additional Resources/Fundraising Ideas

1a. Part One: ACN Introduction – Nigeria Lent Campaign 2023



 Slide 1: Opening Slide (looped video) - appropriate music could be used here as pupils 
gather/prepare.

 Slides 2 – 3: Brief introduction to Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) and its global 
perspective.

 Slides 4 – 10: Introduction to this year’s Lent Campaign for Nigeria (Africa/Nigeria facts)
 Slide 11: Focus on Nigeria’s ‘motto: 'Unity and faith, peace and progress.'; introduction 

of the word ‘persecuted’ – teachers to explore/explain at an appropriate level.
 Slides 12 – 19: Specific examples of the support provided to various Christian 

communities in Nigeria through the money raised by ACN during previous 
fundraising/Lenten campaigns.

 Slide 20: ACN video (subtitled) from a priest’s perspective detailing the challenges 
faced by Catholic communities in Nigeria as they try to live out their faith on a daily 
basis. ‘Priests in Nigeria are often kidnapped due to their efforts to spread the Christian
message; this is referenced once (18 - 22 seconds) but not explored further. If 
preferred, the video could be forwarded four seconds at this point, or simply begun 
from 22 seconds. This video explains how the money donated for a Mass Stipend will 
support a Catholic community in Nigeria.

1b. Part Two: Collective Worship Template

This collective worship is based on the ‘Gather – Word – Response - Mission’ model. An 
appropriate prayer focus including appropriate liturgical colours (purple), a Bible and other 
appropriate items/resources (including a printed ACN logo) could also be included.

 Slide 21: Opening Slide (Part One – Slide 1)



 Slides 22: Introduction – linked to Part One; this can be re-worded if being used 
separately from the introduction to the ‘Nigeria Lent Campaign 2023.

 Slides 23 – 28: The Word – The Temptation in the Wilderness (Matthew 4: 1 – 11)
 Slide 29: Reflection/Discussion slide based on Matthew 5: 11 – 12; this can be used or 

removed as required. 
 Slides 30 – 36:  Prayers of the Faithful – these can be adapted as required; 

opportunities for spontaneous prayer could also be included.
 Slides 37 – 40: Mission – Some ideas for the children’s ‘mission’ following the collective 

worship are shared; these are taken from the ACN’s ‘Being a Lent Hero’ document 
(https://acnuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Lent-Ideas.pdf).

1c. Part Three: ACN Support Materials/Resources

 Slide 41:  Introductory slide.
 Slides 42 - 43: ACN’s ‘Bible Project for Lent’ – click on the following link to download 

this resource: https://acnuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/CB-Easter.pdf; slide 43 
includes an example of one of the videos available to use in school.

 Slides 44 - 45: ACN’s ‘Way of the Cross’ resource – click on the following link to 
download this resource: https://acnuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/2022-Children-
Stations-of-the-Cross-1.pdf

 Slide 46: The ACN website features a ‘Make a Mass Offering’ page whereby your school 
can support a priest/community in Nigeria by offering Mass for just £5; other ‘packages’
are also available through the following link: https://acnuk.org/get-involved/mass/. 

 Slide 47: ACN’s ‘Being a Lent Hero’ document containing various ‘mission’ ideas to help
pupils show their support for persecuted Christian communities in Nigeria and 
throughout the world; click on the following link to download this resource: 
https://acnuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Lent-Ideas.pdf

 Slide 48: Closing slide (looped video); this slide can be inserted at various points 
throughout Part One/Two if required.

2. Catholic Self-Evaluation Document - Evidence

https://acnuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Lent-Ideas.pdf
https://acnuk.org/get-involved/mass/.%20
https://acnuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/2022-Children-Stations-of-the-Cross-1.pdf
https://acnuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/2022-Children-Stations-of-the-Cross-1.pdf
https://acnuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/CB-Easter.pdf
https://acnuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Lent-Ideas.pdf


Through using the materials provided for this year’s ‘Nigeria Lent Campaign 2023’, school 
leaders will be able to provide evidence to support the following sections of the Catholic Self-
Evaluation Document (CSED):

Catholic Life and Mission (CLM)

Pupil Outcomes

CLM1.3. How well pupils flourish as they seek opportunities to grow in virtue. 
CLM1.4. How well pupils respond to Catholic Social Teaching. 
CLM1.5. The extent to which pupils show respect for themselves and others.
Leadership

CLM3.1. How committed are leaders and governors to the Catholic life and mission of the 
school. 

CLM3.3. How committed are leaders and governors to Catholic Social Teaching. 

Religious Education (RE)

Pupil Outcomes

RE1.4. The extent to which pupils are developing as religiously literate and engaged young 
people who have the knowledge, understanding and skills – appropriate to their age and 
capacity – to reflect spiritually, and think ethically and theologically, and who are aware of the
demands of religious commitment in everyday life.

Leadership

RE3.7. The extent to which the subject leader ensures that the learning in the classroom is 
enriched by the extra-curricular opportunities provided for pupils.

Collective Worship (CW)

Pupil Outcomes

CW1.1. The extent to which pupils are engaged by and participate in prayer and liturgy.

CW1.5. The ability of students to reflect on their experience of prayer and liturgy and the 
extent to which this reflection inspires them to action.

Provision

CW2.4. The extent to which the celebration of prayer and liturgy has Scripture at its heart, 
and how well informed that selection is by the liturgical calendar and takes account of the 
capacity of the participants.

3. Religious Education Directory (RED) Links

Not Published Yet…Apparently Tomorrow is RED-Day! 



The materials contained within the PowerPoint presentation (including the additional ACN 
resources signposted in ‘Part Three’) will support schools in addressing all three elements 
within the ‘Understand – Discern – Respond’ structure of the revised RED (January 2023), 
particularly those related to various principles of Catholic Social Teaching (see Caritas 
Westminster - https://www.caritaswestminster.org.uk/catholic-social-teaching.php), 
particularly:

 Human Dignity
 Community and Participation
 Solidarity and Peace.

Once schools have adopted the revised RED and become more familiar with its topic-related 
contents, direct links to the work of ACN could be mapped/linked to various topics. Over time, 
ACN will identify specific links to various standards within the RED.

ACN UK (February 2023)

https://www.caritaswestminster.org.uk/catholic-social-teaching.php

