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#RedWednesday 2024 Overview
This presentation is the main resource for this year’s #RedWednesday campaign. There are further resources for Member* schools.  
This assembly is presented as an invitation from Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) to participate in #RedWednesday. 
Aims
Through using this #RedWednesday presentation, pupils will be able to:
· Develop a deeper understanding of the work of ACN to support poor and vulnerable Christian communities around the world.
· Be able to describe the work of ACN and explain why it is needed.
· Engage with fundraising and/or prayer to support the work of ACN.
· Understand how #RedWednesday underpins the ongoing work of ACN.

Catholic Self-Evaluation Document - Evidence 
Through using this resource, school leaders will be able to provide evidence to support judgements in the following aspects of the Catholic Self-Evaluation Document (CSED): 
Catholic Life and Mission (CLM) 
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CLM 1.3 Moral Development
CLM 1.4 Catholic Social Teaching
CLM 1.5 Respect for Self and Others
CLM 3.7 The Catholic Curriculum


Religious Education (RE)
RE 1.3 Religious Literacy

RE 2.6 Spiritual and Moral Development
RE 3.1 RED
RE 3.7 Enrichment





	Slide 1 


	Title Slide/Welcome: 
If the group are unfamiliar with Aid to the Church in Need, you may wish to introduce the abbreviation ‘ACN’. Explain that ACN works on over five thousand projects in over one hundred and forty countries all round the world, helping to support the Church in its mission, and bringing hope and solidarity to millions of persecuted Christians; from priests to catechists and seminarians to Sisters, the donations received enable ACN to help persecuted and suffering Christians live out their faith. ACN also helps the whole community - including people of all faiths and none - by standing against all religious persecution. ACN projects across the world benefit whole communities as no-one is turned away from Church-run programmes. 


	Slide 2

	This is a personal invitation to each person from ACN to participate in #RedWednesday on 20 November 2024. Together with the global Church, we want to bring God’s love and compassion into the world by helping children and young people who are suffering. We a focusing especially displaced children who have had to flee their homes, as many of these children have lost everything because of their faith in Jesus; their homes, their education and in some cases family members. Christianity is the most persecuted religion in the world; 365 million Christians suffer high levels of persecution and discrimination for their faith (Open Doors). ACN holds that all people of all faiths must be respected, and on #RedWednesday ACN draws the world’s attention to the basic human right of religious freedom. 


	Slides 3


	This invitation is about taking action in the realisation that this community (add the name of your school/parish) can give a future to suffering children and young people across the world. Imagine knowing that your decision to accept this invitation today could make a tangible difference for somebody living in poverty in a camp for Internally Displaced Persons - someone like the people in these photos, who are real people being helped by Aid to the Church in Need. 


	Slide 4

	This camp is in Nigeria. Some of the people there had to flee their homes and livelihoods because of an attack in March 2023. Another attack on the IPD camp itself took place in April 2023. 

Warning - Sensitive information:
KS4 & 5 only: Over 400 people were killed and more than a hundred others were wounded, raped or kidnapped. The violence was carried out against mostly Christian farmers and their families. 


	Slide 5

	ACN is working to bring hope to all those who are suffering. This #RedWednesday we are focusing particularly on vulnerable and displaced teenagers and young people. For children growing up in war, conflict or threat of violence, the world is a fearful and dangerous place. 
There are millions of children whose lives are shattered because of persecution. Some have been left orphans, and many grow up in IDP camps and are reliant on charity for day-to-day essentials: food, clothing, toiletries, sanitary items and medicine. They also have little stability and Iittle or no access to education. 
ACN provides these essentials for millions of children and their families, but to continue doing so and to respond to the growing need, the charity needs more help and fundraising. 


	Slide 6 

	This is why we are asking you to join #TeamRed with us. ACN wants to:
· help more young people who are suffering with Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) after experiencing physical emotional and psychological pain. 
· help more people spiritually; for so many their faith and hope in God is their strength.
ACN could transform the lives of children and young people across the world if we, this school/parish/community/group, were able to raise at least £500. This is why you are being invited to take the 500,000 steps challenge. It could be completed in a group -  10,000 steps each, or even as a whole school. Maybe you would like to do something else…


	Slide 7

	You will have your own ideas, but here are some more from ACN:
wear red shoes or laces, or have a (decorated) red tie day, or a red cake sale; you could take and display photographs of yourselves and your pets wearing red and post them on your social media (tagging ACN with the hashtag #RedWednesday or #TeamRed); you could make red flowers and sell them at your parish or to family members; your school might want to organise a red photography competition where you donate a small fee to enter; how about a red mufti day, or you could even sponsor a brave teacher/staff members to wear a red wig or spray their beards or hair red… anything to change a life. 


	Slide 8

	As part of #TeamRed you will be able to help Maryamu:

For younger audiences use this:
Maryamu was 7-years old when terrorists attacked her village in Nigeria. She experienced intolerable trauma before she escaped three years later. ACN is helping to provide her with the material help she needs as well as trauma counselling and spiritual support. 

Warning - Sensitive information
For ages 15+ audiences use this, but please check and use your judgement and omit/amend as required:

Maryamu was 7-years old when terrorists attacked her village in Nigeria. She and 21 others were kidnapped and forced to trek for 22 days through thick jungle to the terrorists’ camp. They were held in cages and made say they had given up their Christianity. 
When she was 10-years old she was punished for refusing to marry one of the leaders. Later two of her siblings were brought to the camp and Maryamu, very sadly, experienced the trauma of seeing her brother being beheaded. Then the mental health issues set in. 
In July 2022, she and 11 others escaped in the dead of night, walking for two days to this safety of a Church-run camp. Now Maryamu is being cared for and receiving counselling for the trauma. She is now finding hope in her renewed Christian faith although her healing will take time. She longs to study law and stand up for the defenceless.

(Suitable for all audiences):
Majed used to live in Syria but now lives in Lebanon. His dad told him that the ‘bad people’ chased them away, and with more than a million other Syrians they crossed the border into Lebanon. As refugees from Syria, Majed and his family are extremely poor and his mother became very sick. Often, they have nothing to eat. 
ACN has been funding a kitchen and community centre called ‘St John the Merciful Table’ which provides a nutritious hot meal for over 1500 people like Majed and his family. Those who have lost everything can find companionship and a sense of belonging as well as good meal. ACN helps fund ‘St John the Merciful Table’ and is also helping with rent, food and other basics for families like Majed's, so that they can survive with dignity.

ACN has projects helping children in the Central African Republic and works with the local Church in Nigeria, Burkina Faso, Pakistan, Mozambique, Iraq and Lebanon. 


	Slide 9
	ACN wants to raise £500,000 pounds to improve the lives of children and young people. As part of #TeamRed, you will be helping children, young people and their families with food, shelter, medicine, trauma counselling, Church-run programmes like orphanages, summer activities for children who have experienced extreme trauma, and also school scholarships.
· £50 could provide a school place and hot meals for a displaced child
· £100 could provide basics for children and their families living in IPD camps
· £500 could provide hope through educational activity programmes

 #TeamRedPledge – click on the following link for further information: 
https://www.flipsnack.com/BAAFFE8A9F7/acn-redwednesday-leaflet-2024-v7kahktgvu/full-view.html


	Slides 10

	Please save the dates:
The secondary livestream is on 19th November at 11am. This will be a chance to see what other schools and groups across the country are doing for this momentous day and to join in with prayers, music, interviews and activities. 
November 20th #RedWednesday: Please let us know what you are doing. 

Note: We encourage as many schools, parishes and families as possible to join us on the actual date of #RedWednesday. If, however, you would like to participate but cannot do so on the actual day, please do not be put off! You can have your own #RedWednesday any time in November or even during other months of the year. 


Links for further information concerning #RedWednesday/ACN:
https://acnuk.org/our-campaigns/redwednesday/
https://acnuk.org/our-campaigns/redwednesday/500k4hope/




Fundraising for ACN
ACN is always grateful for the funds raised for its projects; please note that the projects mentioned in this presentation are an example of ACN’s work. Your funding may go to these or similar projects.
Links for further information concerning #RedWednesday/ACN:
https://acnuk.org/our-campaigns/redwednesday/
https://acnuk.org/our-campaigns/redwednesday/500k4hope/
Possible whole-school/PTA activities; go to the following link for further information: https://www.flipsnack.com/BAAFFE8A9F7/acn-redwednesday-leaflet-2024-v7kahktgvu/full-view.html
Thank you for all that you do to support the work of ACN, both in your fundraising and in your prayers which are equally important.
Please share your #RedWednesday activities/celebrations using our social media platforms: 
· Twitter (X): @acn_uk
· Instagram: @aidtothechurchinneed_uk 

*If you would like more information about our free Youth and School Membership Programme, please contact: teresa.kehoe@acnuk.org
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