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Session 1: Examples for practice 
Practise reading the following which are based on the readings from the Word of God Sunday 2024. These are from Universalis (the New Jerusalem Bible and Holy Grail versions).Say: “A reading from the prophet Jonah”. Do not say “First reading” or any numbers.

First reading: Jonah 3:1-5,10 

The people of Nineveh renounce their evil behaviour [image: ]

The word of the Lord was addressed to Jonah: ‘Up!’ he said ‘Go to Nineveh, the great city, and preach to them as I told you to.’ Jonah set out and went to Nineveh in obedience to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was a city great beyond compare: it took three days to cross it. Jonah went on into the city, making a day’s journey. He preached in these words, ‘Only forty days more and Nineveh is going to be destroyed.’ And the people of Nineveh believed in God; they proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least.
God saw their efforts to renounce their evil behaviour, and God relented: he did not inflict on them the disaster which he had threatened.
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. [image: ]















Do not read this line in italics 









PAUSE (count slowly to 3). Then say, “The word of the Lord”, not  “This is…”)
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Lord, make me know your ways.
Lord, make me know your ways.
Lord, teach me your paths.
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:
for you are God my saviour.
Remember your mercy, Lord,
and the love you have shown from of old.
In your love remember me,
because of your goodness, O Lord. 
The Lord is good and upright.
He shows the path to those who stray,
He guides the humble in the right path,
He teaches his way to the poor.

Read the response ie Say “Lord, make me know your ways”, not “The response is…” or anything else.





After reading each verse, pause and look up for the people to respond.

Second reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

The world as we know it is passing away 
[image: ]
Brothers: our time is growing short. Those who have wives should live as though they had none, and those who mourn should live as though they had nothing to mourn for; those who are enjoying life should live as though there were nothing to laugh about; those whose life is buying things should live as though they had nothing of their own; and those who have to deal with the world should not become engrossed in it. I say this because the world as we know it is passing away.
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

(Just say “A reading from St Paul’s letter to the Corinthians”)


Do not read this line in italics  







PAUSE (count slowly to 3). Then say, “The word of the Lord”, not  “This is…”)








Gospel Acclamation: Mk1:15 [image: ]

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The kingdom of God is close at hand: 
repent, and believe the Good News.
Alleluia!










Do not say any of this. Simply wait for the congregation to stand 





Read “Alleluia” unless it is being sung. Read the verse also.
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